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DORIS BÜHLER-NIEDERBERGER
University of Wuppertal, Germany

XIAORONG GU
University of Suffolk, UK

JESSICA SCHWITTEK
University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany

AND

ELENA KIM
American University of Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan

United Kingdom – North America – Japan – India – Malaysia – China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Emerald Publishing, Floor 5, Northspring, 21-23 Wellington Street, Leeds LS1 4DL

First edition 2023

Editorial matter and selection © 2023 Doris Bühler-Niederberger, Xiaorong Gu, Jessica
Schwittek and Elena Kim.
Individual chapters © 2023 The authors.
Published under exclusive licence by Emerald Publishing Limited.

This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) licence.

Anyone may reproduce, distribute, translate and create derivative works of these works (for both
commercial and non-commercial purposes), subject to full attribution to the original publication
and authors. The full terms of this licence may be seen at http://creativecommons.org/licences/
by/4.0/legalcode

Open Access
The ebook edition of this title is Open Access and is freely available to read online.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-80382-284-6 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-80382-283-9 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-80382-285-3 (Epub)

http://creativecommons.org/licences/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licences/by/4.0/legalcode


Table of Contents

About the Contributors ix

List of Contributors xv

Acknowledgments xvii

Introduction 1
Doris Bühler-Niederberger, Xiaorong Gu, Jessica Schwittek and
Elena Kim

Section One – Introduction
Childhood on a Modern Drive: Growing up in East Asia 13
Xiaorong Gu

Chapter 1 Can Subaltern Children Speak? What China’s Children
of Migrants Say About Mobility, Inequality and Agency 25
Xiaorong Gu

Chapter 2 Emotional Dimensions of Transnational Education:
Parent–Child Relationships of the Chinese “Parachute Generation” in
the United States 43
Siqi Tu

Chapter 3 Fluid Childhoods: Chinese Migrants’ Descendants
Growing Up Transnationally 61
Laura Lamas-Abraira

Chapter 4 Transformations of Early Childhood in Japan: From Free
Play to Extended Education 83
Frederick de Moll and Akihide Inaba



Section Two – Introduction
Multiplicity and Fundamental Inequality of Childhoods in
South Asia 107
Doris Bühler-Niederberger and Asma Khalid

Chapter 5 Return Migration, Parenting and the Subcontinent:
Parents and Youths’ Perspectives of Life in India 121
Adrienne Lee Atterberry

Chapter 6 Pluralising Indian Childhood: Children’s Experiences and
Adult–Child Relations in Urban and Rural Contexts 137
Ravneet Kaur

Chapter 7 Childhood Construction: Intergenerational Relations in
the Afghan Refugee Community Living in Pakistan 153
Asma Khalid

Section Three – Introduction
Living as a Child in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Türkiye: Navigating Between Solidarity, Collective Pressures and
Kinship Support in the Times of Disruption 171
Elena Kim and Doris Bühler-Niederberger

Chapter 8 ‘I Thought I’d Kill Myself When I Grew Up’: Queer
Childhood Narratives in Kazakhstan 177
Mariya Levitanus

Chapter 9 Adolescents’ Migration Aspirations in Kyrgyzstan: A
Migration Project as a ‘Collective Project’ of the Family 197
Ekaterina Chicherina

Chapter 10 Sociomaterial Analysis of Azerbaijani Children’s
Smartphone Use: Generational Ordering Through User-Technology
Interactions 213
Aysel Sultan, Doris Bühler-Niederberger and Nigar Nasrullayeva

Chapter 11 Türkiye – Negotiating More Adulthood in an
‘In-between’ Country 233
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social positioning vis-à-vis family, educational institutions and the nation-state.
Her area focus is on contemporary China, from a comparative-Asia perspective.
She guest-edited the special issue on The Value of Children and Social Trans-
formations in Asia with Child Indicators Research (2021) and the special mono-
graph on The Value of Children in The Global South: A Critical Engagement

x About the Contributors



with Current Sociology (2022). Her research article – “‘Save the children!’:
Governing Left-behind Children through Family in China’s Great Migration” –

has been shortlisted for the Annual SAGE Current Sociology Best Paper Prize in
2022.

Akihide Inaba, Keio University, Japan, is a Professor in the Department of
Human Sciences. He is an expert in Quantitative Sociology and Social Statistics
and has published both in English and Japanese in the fields of Social Policy,
Sociology of Education and Health Sciences. His work has been published in
edited volumes and journals such as the International Journal of Japanese Soci-
ology and Social Science and Medicine. In addition, he has collaborated on
comparative research in the United States while visiting Vanderbilt University in
Nashville. Akihide is mainly concerned with the relationship between family
structure, gender issues and child-rearing. In recent years, his focus has been
geared toward inequalities among children and their life course, the effects of
nonresident fathers and single parenting on children’s upbringing and statistical
methods for handling missing data in social statistics.

Ravneet Kaur is presently teaching as Associate Professor at the Department of
Elementary Education, Mata Sundri College for Women, University of Delhi,
New Delhi, India. She has a doctorate from the University of Delhi. She holds a
Master’s Degree in both Child Development and Education from the University
of Delhi. She has been extensively engaged in teaching and research in the areas of
Human Development, Childhood Studies, Psychology and Education. Her recent
book titled, Constructions of Childhood in India: Exploring the Personal and
Sociocultural Contours, has been well received. She was awarded with a Major
Project by the Indian Council of Social Science Research, India.

Asma Khalid holds a PhD in Sociology from the University of Wollongong,
Australia. Her research interests are children and young people working on the
streets, rights-based approach, children and young people’s everyday lives and
cultures, children and young people’s participation in community development,
women and gender issues and equitable society, among others. She has won
DAAD and HEC scholarships to pursue her studies abroad and has also pub-
lished both nationally and internationally. She has published a book chapter
entitled “Street children (2020).” In The SAGE Encyclopaedia of Children and
Childhood Studies, edited by Daniel Thomas Cook. She has also published
another chapter entitled “What would Korczak do? Reflections on education,
well-being and children’s rights in the times of the Covid-19 pandemic (2020).” In
What would Korczak Do? Reflections on education, well-being and children’s rights
in the times of the covid-19 pandemic, Anna Odrowąż-Coates (Ed.). pp. 41–57,
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