


FAMILIES IN MOTION



This page intentionally left blank



FAMILIES IN MOTION:  
EBBING AND FLOWING 
THROUGH SPACE AND TIME

EDITED BY

Lesley Murray
University of Brighton, UK

Liz McDonnell
University of Sussex, UK

Tamsin Hinton-Smith
University of Sussex, UK

Nuno Ferreira
University of Sussex, UK

Katie Walsh
University of Sussex, UK

United Kingdom – North America – Japan – India – Malaysia – China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2019

Copyright © Selection and editorial matter © editors. Individual chapters © respective  
chapter authors, published under exclusive licence by Emerald Publishing Limited.

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in  
any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or  
otherwise without either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence 
permitting restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency  
and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the 
chapters are those of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the 
quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation implied or 
otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any warranties, 
express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-78769-416-3 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-78769-415-6 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-78769-417-0 (Epub)



Contents

Lists of Figures and Tables� vii

List of Contributors� ix

Chapter 1  Introduction: Family and Families in Motion
Lesley Murray, Liz McDonnell, Katie Walsh, Nuno Ferreira  
and Tamsin Hinton-Smith� 1

Part I  Moving Through Separation and Connection

Chapter 2  Travelling Feelings: Narratives of Sustaining Love in  
Two Case Studies with Fathers in Family Separations
Alexandra Macht� 19

Chapter 3  ‘Clinging On’: Prison and the Changing Landscape  
of a Family 
Marie Anne Hutton� 39

Chapter 4  ‘Living Together Apart’ as Families in Motion
Liz McDonnell, Lesley Murray, Tamsin Hinton-Smith  
and Nuno Ferreira� 57

Chapter 5  Children Negotiating their Place Through Space  
in Multi-local, Joint Physical Custody Arrangements
Laura Merla and Bérengère Nobels � 79

Part II  Uneven Motions and Resistance 

Chapter 6  The Roles of ICTs in Sustaining the Mobilities of  
Transnational Families
Sondra Cuban� 99



vi     Contents

Chapter 7  Through the Magnifying Glass: Performing  
Intergenerational Relatedness on Ritualised Occasions
Bella Marckmann� 117

Chapter 8  Jumping Through Hoops: Families’ Experiences of  
Pre-birth Child Protection 
Ariane Critchley� 135

Chapter 9  Families and Flow: The Temporalities of Everyday  
Family Practices
Clare Holdsworth� 155

Part III  Traces and Potentialities

Chapter 10  Losing a Father in an Ex-industrial Landscape:  
A Researcher’s Emotional Geography
Lisa Taylor � 177

Chapter 11  Children in Motion: Everyday Life Across Two Homes
Rakel Berman� 195

Chapter 12  Families On-foot: Assembling Motherhood and  
Childhood Through Care
Susannah Clement� 215

Chapter 13  (Re)Displaying Family: Relational Agency of  
Care-experienced Young People Embarking on Parenthood
Caroline Cresswell� 233

Chapter 14  Moving to be a Family: The New Migration of  
Italian Women in Morocco
Maria Giovanna Cassa� 249

Index� 267



Lists of Figures and Tables

Figures
Fig 2.1	 Relationship Status of Participants� 21
Fig 5.1	� Socio-spatial Network Game Representing the  

Various Life Spaces of Coralie� 85
Fig 5.2	 Emotion Map Representing Marie’s Mother’s House� 85
Fig 10.1	 Undeveloped land where carpet mill once stood, 2016� 180
Fig 10.2	 The trace of the entrance to the mechanics shop, 2016� 191

Tables
Table 3.1	 ‘Visits Hall’ Allowances� 44
Table 7.1	 Interview Participants� 122
Table 9.1	 Summary of Mass Observation One-day Diaries� 163



This page intentionally left blank



List of Contributors

Rakel Berman is a PhD student at the Department of Social Work in Gothen-
burg, Sweden. She has a background in practical social work. Her main research 
interests concern children and families, particularly children’s everyday lives and 
personal relationships. Her recent work explores children’s perspectives on dual 
residence after parental separation.

Maria Giovanna Cassa  obtained her PhD in Anthropology at the University of 
Milano Bicocca, Italy. She teaches anthropology at the University of Brescia, 
Italy, works in mental health services and in urban marginal zones promoting 
active citizenship. She collaborates with Amarcord studios (Casablanca) realising 
ethnographic documentaries in Morocco.

Susannah Clement is an Early Career Researcher interested in exploring every-
day mobility and family life through a material feminist lens. Her PhD research 
explored the walking experiences of families living in Wollongong, Australia. She 
is an Honorary Associate Fellow with the Australian Centre for Culture, Environ-
ment, Society and Space, University of Wollongong.

Caroline Cresswell is a Research Associate at the Social Policy Research Unit, 
University of York, UK. Caroline’s research encompasses policy and practice 
relating to the support of young people’s transitions, particularly those who are 
care-experienced. Caroline is currently evaluating service innovations for recent 
care leavers or children within specialist residential and foster care settings.

Ariane Critchley is a Lecturer in Social Work at Edinburgh Napier University, 
UK. She recently submitted her Doctoral thesis titled ‘Quickening Steps: An Eth-
nography of Pre-birth Child Protection’ to the University of Edinburgh. Ariane 
has also been involved in research into self-directed support, adoption, maternity 
and neonatal care experiences in the Scottish context.

Sondra Cuban is a Professor at Western Washington University, focusses on the 
migration and mobilities of migrant women and their experiences, aspirations, 
trajectories and strategies. Her most recent books are: Transnational Family Com-
munication: Immigrants and ICTs (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017) and Deskilling 
Migrant Women in the Global Care Industry (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).

Nuno Ferreira is a Professor of Law at the University of Sussex, UK. Previously, 
he was a Senior Lecturer at the University of Liverpool and Lecturer at the 



x     List of Contributors

University of Manchester. Nuno is a Horizon 2020 ERC Starting Grant recipient 
and Co-director of the Sussex Centre for Human Rights Research.

Tamsin Hinton-Smith is a Sociologist of Gender and Education and a Senior Lec-
turer in the Education Department at the University of Sussex, UK. Her previous 
research has included work around lone and teenage parents. Her current work 
focusses on supporting the educational progression journeys of young people 
leaving care, and those from traveller backgrounds.

Clare Holdsworth is a Professor of Social Geography at Keele University, UK and 
recipient of a Major Leverhulme Fellowship on The Social Life of Busyness in an 
Age of De-acceleration. She has published widely on family mobilities including 
Family and Intimate Mobilities (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).

Marie Anne Hutton is a Law Lecturer at the University of Sussex, UK. She is 
the  lead Editor of the first Handbook of Prison and the Family published by 
Palgrave Macmillan (Hutton, M. A. and Moran, D., 2019). Her research interests 
centre on family contact in prisons, prisoners’ families and human rights and 
prison ethnography more generally.

Alexandra Macht is a Lecturer in Sociology at Oxford Brookes University, UK. 
She obtained a PhD in Sociology from the University of Edinburgh in 2017. She 
co-edited the annual review of The International Network of Leave Policies and 
Research, with Peter Moss, Sonja Blum and Alison Koslowski. Her first book 
titled Fatherhood and Love will appear in 2019 with Palgrave Macmillan.

Bella Marckmann has a PhD in Sociology and is a Special Adviser in the evalua-
tion unit of the National Center for Learning in Science, Technology, and Health. 
She has carried out research at the University of Copenhagen’s Department of 
Sociology as part of a project entitled ‘The Moral Economy of Families’ funded 
by the Danish Council for Independent Research.

Liz McDonnell is an experienced social researcher who has worked in both 
academic and community settings conducting research around personal life/
intimacy, health and more recently on research that aims to promote equality 
and diversity in universities through understanding institutional cultures. She 
is employed at the University of Sussex, UK, as a Senior Research Fellow and 
teaches on the MA in Gender studies.

Laura Merla is a Professor of Sociology at the University of Louvain, Belgium, 
and Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Western Australia. Her 
research focusses on the transformation of family relations in contexts of mobil-
ity. She is the co-editor of Making Multicultural Families in Europe: Gender 
and Intergenerational Relation (Palgrave McMillan, 2018) and Transnational 
Families, Migration and the Circulation of Care: Understanding Mobility and 
Absence in Family Life (Routledge, 2014).

Lesley Murray is an Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Brighton, UK. 
She has published extensively in the field of mobilities, including co-authoring a 



List of Contributors     xi

book on Children’s Mobilities (Palgrave Macmillan, 2019) and co-editing three 
collections, Mobile Methodologies (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), Researching 
Mobilities: Transdisciplinary Encounters (Palgrave Macmillan, 2014) and Inter-
generational Mobilities (Routledge, 2016).

Bérengère Nobels is a PhD student in Sociology at the University of Louvain, 
Belgium. Her research examines children’s lived experiences of multi-locality in 
the context of joint physical custody arrangements in Belgium in the larger frame-
work of the ERC Starting Grant Project “MobileKids” (PI: Laura Merla).

Lisa Taylor is Head of Media at Leeds Beckett University, UK and has published 
on media studies, popular film, music and art. In 2008, A Taste for Gardening: 
Classed and Gendered Practices was published, an ethnography about lifestyle tel-
evision and gardeners. She is currently working on responses to demolition in an 
ex-industrial village.

Katie Walsh is a Senior Lecturer in Human Geography at the University of Sus-
sex, UK, researching home, family and migration. Her recent publications include 
Transnational Geographies of the Heart: Intimate Subjectivities in a Globalising 
City (Wiley, 2018) and co-edited Transnational Migration and Home in Older Age 
(Routledge, 2016) and British Migration (Routledge, 2018).


	Half Title Page
	Title Page
	Copyrights Page
	Contents
	List of Figures and Tables
	List of Contributors



