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Questions covered in most of the profiles include:
(1) Professional qualifications and previous work experience of the interviewee;

(2) For non-native Chinese speakers, how and why the interviewee developed an interest
in and decided to pursue the study of the Chinese language and culture;

(3) A typical day in the interviewee’s work setting;

(4) Description of the Chinese or East Asian collection with which the interviewee works;
(5) Description of the collection or institution’s typical users;

(6) Preparation for the interviewee’s current role;

(7) To which professional or scholarly associations the interviewee belongs;

(8) What aspect(s) of the interviewee’s position he/she finds most interesting or
rewarding.

Since many of the interviews were conducted face-to-face, the questions varied among the
chapters. The three authors utilize a similar methodological approach in Conwversations with
Leading Academic and Research Library Directors (2019).

Interviewee Harald Kraemer (Chapter 32) notes the importance of the use of questions to
engage museum goers. This work raises questions for the reader: What was the total number
of LAMs that were contacted for participation in this collection? What percentage were
actually profiled? How were these specific LAMs selected? More detailed description of these
methodological considerations might give readers a deeper appreciation for the challenges
faced by the authors in completing these interviews.

Apparently there was a slight subtitle change along the way, because in the introduction,
the subtitle of the book is listed as Conversations with the World’s Leading Librarians,
Archivists and Curators, rather than One Belt, One Road and Beyond, as appears on the cover,
title page and publisher’s site. That subtitle change might have provided an interesting story.

This compendium seems most appropriate for libraries serving prospective librarians,
archivists, archaeologists, development workers, museum curators, public historians, art—
film—theater curators, those interested in creative applications of emerging technologies and
the preservation of those formats, and those who have a broad range of subject interests. The
interviews can help open up possibilities that readers might not have previously considered.
This reviewer hopes that this work will inspire other preservers and creators of cultural
artifacts to utilize a similarly engaging approach in highlighting more narrowly defined
collections, emerging collections, and in existing and emerging national and international
collaborations. Diane Duesterhoeft, St. Mary’s University, San Antonio, Texas.
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This book written by Christine Loh was published in 2010 and its second edition was issued
in 2018. In fact, the book provides an important story for our understanding of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) operation in Hong Kong from 1920 to 2018 with almost a hundred
year of history. It is almost impossible to comprehend the functions of the CCP even though
one is a party member or not. Loh has provided a historical overview of the CCP and offered
observations on the party’s co-optation, lobbying and persuasion work in the Hong Kong
context. Her analyses were mostly based on well-known secondary sources without primary
Chinese sources. As she could not go through the more important Chinese materials of the
CCP, some crucial questions were totally left out from her discussion. In particular, it was
unclear whether the CCP was really effective in winning the hearts and minds of the people of
Hong Kong. As such, readers should carefully understand the events that took place between
her 2018 second edition and the first edition, because some hidden events were not commonly
noticed by people. In the past few years, the united front work of the CCP has taken more
aggressive and deepening work, affecting all levels of Hong Kong.

As the former Undersecretary for the Environment in the administration of Chief
Executive C. Y. Leung, Loh was appointed in this key position in the Hong Kong government.
It was doubtful if she really revealed the important content of the CCP. But actually the book
had been published before she was appointed as a government official. After all, the first
edition, and the second one, did not have any primary sources.

Loh could have discussed the Basic Law’s Article 23 enactment and its related pro-Beijing
force’s mobilization, but she could not shed light on this event. Nor did she discuss the 2014
Occupy Movement in which the local communists were involved to act as a prominent
counteracting force against the pro-democratic movement in her second edition. Recently,
these pro-Beijing organizations have contributed heavily to the united front work as they
facilitate the political propaganda of government policies and mass mobilization in elections,
where the underground CCP has really expanded their influences in Hong Kong. For example,
more details on the largest political party, the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and
Progress of Hong Kong, should be discussed because it play key roles in the political
transition and mobilization in Hong Kong, and because it arguably represents an open face of
the underground CCP.

It is also noteworthy that the CCP has controlled the Hong Kong media and the problems
of media ownership are addressed in her book. Loh has agreed that the media landscape has
changed enormously and that new technologies have created situations challenging the
traditional media outlets. The cyberspace should and can be a new battleground for press
freedom. The online media outlets, as a matter of fact, have emerged as a new platform of the
news media during the period from 2010 to 2018. Some new online and cyberspace media
were established, stimulating a new form of civil society counteracting the monopolization of
the Chinese state-owned media. These new media embraced the Stand News, Hong Kong
Citizens News and Hong Kong Free Press (an English online newspaper). They have
successfully adopted a nonprofit model and yet checking the power of the government while
providing critique of China’s policy toward Hong Kong. However, many pro-Beijing-owned
news media were not mentioned in Loh’s work. These pro-Beijing media, as a machinery of
the CCP’s united front work, have successfully acted as countervailing forces to oppose and
curb the pro-democratic social-political movement, especially during the Occupy Central
Movement from September to December 2014. Unfortunately, Loh’s book did not adequately
mention all these media, such as SpeakOut Hong Kong, the HKG Pao and Wake Up Hong
Kong. These pro-government and pro-Beijing media are, of course, not representing the whole
civil society, which has remained deeply divided into pro-China and pro-democracy camps.
These pro-Beijing media also adopt a nonprofit making model but obviously their capital has
been heavily injected by some pro-Beijing businesspeople so as to achieve their political
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objectives, namely, winning the hearts and minds of more Hong Kong people and balancing
the pro-democracy opinion in the Hong Kog society. Loh’s book has obviously neglected the
new politics of Hong Kong where the cyberspace has witnessed the struggles between pro-
Beijing and pro-democracy media.

Readers can question the necessity of a revised edition within such a short period of time if
the book did not provide sufficient new materials and important transformations in the
operation of the CCP in Hong Kong. Perhaps it was an editorial decision with an eye for
market consideration rather than the content. Hong Kong from 2010 to 2018 witnessed a
reverse process of democratization, human rights, social justice and the rule of law during this
period, especially in view of a series of disqualification of elected legislators and young people
running for local elections. From 2011 to 2018, Hong Kong also witnessed a critical moment of
life and death, especially the youth who appeared to be perplexed by what they should do
next. Social movement in Hong Kong during this period was relatively vibrant and active,
representing how some Hong Kong people counter government policies, and how they see the
government as following Beijing’s directives rather than listening to the demands of the Hong
Kong people. Loh’s book has failed to touch on all these crucial issues — a serious gap in her
second edition.

During this period from 2010 to 2018, the Hong Kong society became more politically
divided, divergent and antithetical. Loh agreed that the birth of Hong Kong’s social
movement could be seen, but she could have elaborated many key stories during this crucial
period, such as the anti-national education social movement in 2012, the Occupy Central
movement in 2014 and the so-called “independence” movement in 2016. The policies of the
Hong Kong government and the central government were not addressed well under the
umbrella of the “underground front” discussions. As such, Loh’s work was not in-depth in
both the activities of the underground CCP and its countervailing and opposing political
forces.

China’s united front work has made meticulous efforts at establishing and maintaining
contacts with business leaders, enticing them with honors including political appointments
as deputies of the National People’s Congress and as delegates to the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference, thereby cultivating their political support and grooming
their pro-Beijing descendants. Loh’s work did not say much in all these aspects, including
how effective was political co-optation, and how money and honors were the useful
instruments in the process of absorbing Hong Kong people into the CCP orbit. On the other
hand, political control was best reflected by China’s autocratic interpretations of the Hong
Kong Basic Law. These constitutional design and interpretations allow the mainland Chinese
and Hong Kong authorities to dominate the process of political discourses. The series of
interpretations were well designed and the CCP has concentrated its power of interpretations
and designs into its own hands. The Hong Kong authorities are accountable to the Beijing
government rather than to the people of Hong Kong. That is to say, the new content of the
second edition did not probe all the sensitive and essential issues, perhaps reflecting Loh’s
need to avoid any conflict of interest and role as a former government official.

It is more important to note that the CCP became more active and radical in dealing with
Hong Kong’s social movements. Sometimes, the well-established civil society could propel the
pro-democracy movements, which however were resisted and opposed by the underground
CCP interest groups. During the period from 2010 to 2018, the CCP in Hong Kong, as
suggested by Shiu Sin-bor (the former Director of the pro-Beijing One Country Two Systems
Research Institute and the former head of the Central Policy Unit) utilized different strategies,
mobilized different patriotic groups, actively countered social and political movements and
stigmatized some pro-democracy leaders. The political demands of Hong Kong people, such
as achieving universal suffrage, were blunted and frustrated by the government and its



pro-Beijing forces during the C. Y. Leung administration, but unfortunately Loh has failed to
point out the achievement pf the underground CCP in their organized mass mobilization.

The organization of the united front work orchestrated by the underground CCP in Hong
Kong should ideally be addressed by Loh, but she did not do so. Since July 1, 1997, there has
been more and more organizations and interest groups sprung up under the umbrella of the
CCP in Hong Kong. Unfortunately, Loh basically did not dig into details of this part of the
prominent and visible united front work in Hong Kong.

In short, this second edition was just harping on an old tune, namely the underground CCP
was working, but the question of effectiveness was not really addressed. The stereotyped
image of a persistent underground CCP is deep-rooted in Loh’ two editions, but there was little
discoveries in her study. And her “run-of-the-mill” type of recommendations leaves much to
be desired. It was extraordinary that the underground CCP remains extraordinarily active,
but the book’s new edition clearly neglected its reality. From a critical perspective, Loh’s two
editions, especially the latest edition, have treated the existence of the underground CCP as
given without much new insights, new findings and detailed analyses of the intricate process
of electoral and political mobilization.

Chung Fun Hung
Education University of Hong Kong, Tai Po, Hong Kong
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In interpreting Macao’s democracy movement, the works from democrats and activist can
shed light on what factors shape the political development in Macao. Antonio Ng Kwok
Cheong’s classic work Democratic Faction (Minzhu pai) and Sulu Sou Ka-hou’s work The
Day and Night of June 30: A Record of Macao’s Social Movement and Withdrawal! Are You
Still Remember? provide important insights for us to understand Macao’s democracy
movement. Ng’s work adopted a social-organizational approach to analysis how different
factions in the society are shaping Macao’s political development. So’s work is based on his
experiences in the Anti-Chan Protest and Anti-Retirement Package Bill protests in 2014 to
show how new tactics and new generations could be used to deal with Macao’s democracy
movement.

Ng’s Democratic Faction has deep contributions to the study of Macao politics. First and
foremost, he provided an important framework for us to understand Beijing’s role in Macao
since 1966. Ng’s book lay out the role of Beijing’s and Portuguese shift after the 12.3 Incident
in 1966 and 4.25 Revolution in 1974. The 12.3 Incident was a riot that inspired from PRC’s
cultural revolution to fight against the Portuguese administration in Macao (Ng, 1990, pp.
131-134). This incident opened up the Pandora box that allow Beijing to exert influence to
Macao. The 4.25 revolution refer to military coup in Portugal that result to the
democratization in Portugal (Ng, 1990, pp. 131-134). This incident provided the
opportunity for Beijing to maintain stable relations with Portugal and that result to
Chinese active participation in Macao politics. Ng tried to show historical and contextual
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