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Abstract
Purpose – This paper aims to study the inter-sectoral linkages in the Egyptian economy, to increase the
efficiency of allocating L.E 100bn fiscal stimulus package (FSP) to tackle the economic fallout from COVID-19
based on the strength of the backward and forward linkages of various sectors, and the values of both
employment and value-added multipliers. The paper also measures the impact of the new FSP on the
capability of various sectors in creating job opportunities and increasing economic growth.
Design/methodology/approach – The paper studies the intersectoral linkages by calculating backward
and forward linkages index based on the latest input and output tables available for the Egyptian economy
published in 2018. It also depends on a bivariate optimization model to distribute new investments allocated
through the FSP based on the values of both employment and value-added multiplier for those sectors. The
paper calculated both employment and value-added coefficients to measure the impact of the FSP on creating
job opportunities and increasing growth rates.
Findings – Based on the results of the empirical analysis, both key sectors (with strong backward and
forward linkages) and sectors with strong backward linkages have the highest impact on creating job
opportunities and increasing growth rates in the Egyptian economy, which means that allocating FSPs in a
way which targets those sectors, especially during economic crisis, could help in increasing the positive
impacts of those packages.
Originality/value – The paper is based on the unbalanced growth theory of Hirschman and uses the
empirical analysis to study the intersectoral linkages and allocate new investments through FSP through
different sectors. The main policy implication of the empirical results of this paper suggests targeting the key
sectors and the sectors with strong backward linkages during tough economic times related to COVID-19, to
increase the positive impact of the package on the whole economy.

Keywords Sectoral linkages, Key sectors, Backward and forward linkages, Fiscal stimulus package,
Employment multiplier, Value added multiplier, Input output table

Paper type Research paper

© Mai Mohsen Ibrahim, Ola Elkhawaga and Adla Ragab. Published in Journal of Humanities and
Applied Social Sciences. Published by Emerald Publishing Limited. This article is published under the
Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) licence. Anyone may reproduce, distribute, translate and
create derivative works of this article (for both commercial and non-commercial purposes), subject to
full attribution to the original publication and authors. The full terms of this licence maybe seen at
http://creativecommons.org/licences/by/4.0/legalcode

JEL classification – C67, D57, L52, O47, J21

JHASS
3,5

376

Received 4 November 2020
Revised 19 December 2020
Accepted 26 January 2021

Journal of Humanities and Applied
Social Sciences
Vol. 3 No. 5, 2021
pp. 376-393
EmeraldPublishingLimited
2632-279X
DOI 10.1108/JHASS-11-2020-0190

The current issue and full text archive of this journal is available on Emerald Insight at:
https://www.emerald.com/insight/2632-279X.htm

http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/JHASS-11-2020-0190


1. Introduction
The world economy has witnessed a period of declining rates of economic growth and
employment in response to COVID-19 pandemic crisis, with a majority of the population
staying home, and many routine services closed as “non-essential”, income and spending
was drastically affected. The pandemic poses a huge challenge to economic policymakers;
countries now are doing their best to formulate policies that could reduce the negative
impact of the crisis Since the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, considerable number of
governments in developing and developed countries have relaxed their fiscal policy
measures and initiated stimulus plans to help contain the adverse effects of the crisis.

In this context, allocating the fiscal stimulus packages (FSPs) in a way that maximizes its
positive impact on the economy becomes of great importance to the decision-makers,
especially in economies who suffer from having limited amount of resources. New macro-
models of the pandemic suggest that sectoral-specific stimulus may generate the largest
fiscal stimulus per pound spent. The best way to maximize the impact of fiscal stimulus in
this regard is to identify sectors that have strong backward and forward sectoral linkages,
that are capable of increasing GDP growth rates and employment opportunities more than
others.

In this regard, the input–output framework has been widely used as a powerful tool for
policy analysis to predict the direct and indirect impact of government policies and
exogenous shifts in final demand, as input–output models are designed to trace the impact
of changes in final demand, such as consumer expenditures, investment and government
spending on the structure of output and employment by industry or sector. (Grady and
Muller, 1986, p. 3)

The Egyptian Government was among those who provided FSPs with the aim of
containing the possible adverse repercussions of the global pandemic and reduce the threat
of the expected decline in the rate of economic growth and declining levels of
unemployment, so that Egypt could maintain the sustainability of the economic reform and
structural adjustment and continue its development path. In this regard, the paper focuses
mainly on three main aspects as follows:

(1) Measuring and analyzing the sectoral linkages and interdependencies in the
Egyptian economy, using the input output table methodology, i to determine the
leading economic sectors, the sectors with strong backward linkages, the sectors
with strong forward linkages and the sectors with weak linkages.

(2) Distributing a fiscal stimulus of L.E 100bn among various sectors, through an
optimization model according to the strength of the sectoral linkages and the value
of growth and labor multiplier.

(3) Measuring the short-run potential changes in the number of job vacancies and
economic growth generated by the fiscal stimulus package on the sectoral levels,
the sectoral findings are then articulated to derive the economy-wide effects of the
package on the level of domestic employment and growth.

In this regard, the paper is organized as follows: After introduction, Section 2 presents the
literature review. Section 3 analyzes the methodological framework for determining sectoral
linkage, computing employment and value-added multipliers and an econometric model for
distributing the FSP in an optimal way that maximizes its return on both employment and
economic growth, whereas Section 4 highlights the key results related to determining the
intersectoral linkages and allocating the fiscal stimulus in an optimal way. Section 5 ends up
with the conclusion.
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2. Literature review
2.1 Input–output table and its usage
The input–output table provides a descriptive set of social accounts, recording purchases by
and sales from different sectors in the economy. It also provides a snapshot picture at a point
in time of the interdependencies between activities in an economy. (Jahangard and
Keshtvarz, 2012, p. 36). The input-output framework also helps in examining changes in the
structure of an economy over time, in this regard, the paper depends on analyzing sectoral
linkages through using input output tables, as it is considered an optimal tool for national
economic planning, especially during economic shocks as it helps in revealing the impacts of
decisions or shocks in all sectors, fully accounting for their inter-related and balanced
nature.

2.2 Determining sectoral linkages
Linkages analysis is crucial for determining the importance of each sector within the
economy. It basically examines the interdependency of production structures; these sectors
play a major role boosting the economy. The first well-known research in this field were
performed in the early fifties, when Rasmussen (1956), Chenery and Watanabe (1958) and
Hirschman (1958) proposed different measures of linkages (Fern�andez and Santos
Bartolomé, 2015). Since that, many attempts took place to define sectoral linkages and
determine linkages coefficients, the most important of which could be stated as follows:

(1) The classical linkage literature in introducing Backward and forward linkages was
first led by Hirschman (1958) in his publishment the Strategy of Economic
Development, who was primarily a development economist with a particular
interest on Latin American countries, this can be viewed as a first attempt to
introduce the analytical concept of the key sector of the economy as a sector with
forward and backward linkages above average. although it was not particularly
concerned with the relation between interdependence on the one side and
technological development and technology diffusion on the other, which has
gained much interest in the last decade, rather it was solely focused on demand
and supply effects, searching for the industries that had the maximal effects on the
total system through their demand and supply relations with other industries,
(Drejer, 2002, pp. 2-3). Hirschman also proposed using the Leontief inverse to
calculate linkages and put forward these concepts as important considerations for
developing economies when targeting industries for future investments.

(2) The Rasmussen dispersion indices, were presented by the Danish economist
Rasmussen (1956) in his doctoral thesis Studies in Inter-Sectoral Relations, they
have been widely used as measures of Hirschman-linkages, despite the fact that
Rasmussenís thesis was published before Hirschman introduced his linkage
concept in The Strategy of Economic Development in 1958. Rasmussen was the
first to introduce the term “key industry”. He described key industries as those
industries with high backward linkages while, simultaneously, other industries
displaying a low amount of variance in their dependence upon the industry being
measured (Choi et al., 2014, p. 4). In this regard Rasmussen proposed two indices
that are widely used as measures for the identification of key sectors, which are the
power of dispersion and sensitivity of dispersion (Thakur, 2011, p. 14), defined as
follows:
� The power of dispersion is defined as the ratio of the average direct and

indirect coefficient from column j to the average direct and indirect coefficient
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in the regional table. This implies if the ratio is larger than 1, a unit increase in
the final demand for the power of dispersion is defined as the ratio of the
average direct and indirect coefficient from column j to the average direct and
indirect coefficient in the regional table.

� The sensitivity of dispersion measure is defined as the averages of the direct
and indirect coefficients from row i to the average direct and indirect coefficient
of the regional table. This implies if the final demand increases by 1 unit, the
row will experience a more than an average impact on economic activities.

(3) Chenery and Watanabe (1958) also presented one of the earliest attempts in using
static input output tables to measure the forward and backward linkages where he
used the inter-industry shares of purchases and sales in the total output of a sector
to compute them. They inferred that the higher the ratio of intermediate deliveries
of supplies to total output, the greater the dependence of that sector on the system
and the fewer the dependence on primary inputs or final demand (Rao and
Harmston, 1979, p. 79). One drawback of this method is that only the increasing
direct backward and forward linkages is considered for the output of a specific
industry; so, it does not consider the indirect effects. Another drawback is that its
measurements are on the basis of mean values and therefore it does not precise the
range of the data. (Jahangard and Keshtvarz, 2012, p. 42)

(4) In the middle of the (1970s), a series of improvements on the measurement of key
sectors were proposed, the most important of which are being identified by Hazari
(1970), Laumas (1975) and McGilvray (1977), since that time researchers gradually
accepted that the concept of the key sector was diverse since it often depended on the
objectives that were to be studied and measured. On the other hand, several authors,
although accepting the total backward multipliers, criticized that the forward
multipliers that estimated by the Leontief inverse were so far from reality due to the
strong hypothesis – identical growth of final demand in every sector. (Choi, 2014, p. 4)

(5) Porter (1990) highlighted a new dimension in defining the concept of key sectors
which is related to the national competitiveness, where he emphasized that
economic prosperity does not depend only on the state’s raw materials and natural
resources, but rather on the policies that the state adopts to optimally exploit its
resources, hence Porter’s interest in studying the leading sectors comes from his
strong belief that targeting key sectors helps in maintaining countries national
competitiveness. (Porter, 1990, p. 73).

In this context, it is worth mentioning that although various trials took place since the early
50s in defining key sectors, yet the underlying idea of every method followed in this regard
basically focused on finding out those sectors with the highest degree of interrelations, and
they all agreed that those sectors play a major role boosting the economy, yet the concept of
key sectors should not be regarded as an absolute truth as emphasized by porter since it
depends on the policy objectives. These objectives could focus mainly on employment and
output increase with a different degree, which emphasizes the importance of calculating the
employment and the value-added multipliers values of various economic sectors and linking
the concept of key sectors with the policy objectives.

2.3 Unbalanced growth theory and its role in determining key sectors
A major development debate from the 1940s to the 1960s was mainly concerned with
balanced growth versus unbalanced growth, one of the oldest and strongest challenges to
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the planning approach to development in this regard, comes from Albert Hirschman
response to the theory of balanced growth.

The balanced growth doctrine involves the synchronized development of all sectors or
the expansion of a large number of industries in all sectors and regions of an economy. It
intends investment in diversified fields which in turn creates a large number of industries
each generating a market for one another. To ensure a balanced growth a huge capital
investment is required indicating that the availability of capital gauges the level of
investment.

Hirschman responded to the balance growth theory with an alternative framework of
“unbalanced growth.” (Ellerman, 2001, p. 2) where he raised one critical question regarding
the ability of governments in developing countries to finance simultaneous industrialization
across all sectors, and he claims that because of having a limited amount of resources
developing countries could not do other than to promote certain sectors to the deliberate
neglect of others, in this regard developing economy can promote economic growth by
initially investing in industries with high backward and forward linkages.

Unbalanced growth identifies both forward linkages (firms creating essential inputs for
other key firms in the economy) and backward linkages (key firms buy industrial inputs
from a large number of domestic firms). Those with the greatest number of backward and
forward links were to be prioritized. State support would initiate large-scale investment in a
leading sector creating the necessary external economies to induce supplying and client
industries which would in turn stimulate a secondary wave of investment and
Entrepreneurship (Kaur, n.d.), Nafziger (1997) also points out that “unbalancing the
economy” is something that is done intentionally, hopefully in line with an overarching
development plan, so as to stimulate investment in “lead” sectors with powerful linkages
that might carry other sectors with them (Ingle, 2012, p. 5469)

3. Methodological framework and data set
The paper methodology depends on using the latest the input-output matrix available for
the Egyptian economy published in august 2018, which includes 90 subsectors, to: estimate
intersectoral linkages in the Egyptian economy, compute employment and value-added
multipliers of various sectors and allocate FSP based on multipliers effects in a way that
maximizes employment and growth rates, the empirical tools used in this regard could be
highlighted as follows:

3.1 Determining sectoral linkages
The underlying idea of calculating sectoral linkages is based mainly on finding the sectors
with the highest degree of interrelation using Rasmussen approach, each sector
simultaneously plays the role of a seller of its output to other industries and final
demanders, and of a purchaser of outputs of other industries and of primary inputs.
Theoretically, input-output tables are used in literature to record the economy’s inter-
industry transactions via the disaggregation of the economic activity into “n” sectors or
industries representing the producing sectors of the economy, where the economy’s total
production (X) is the result of the sum of the production intended for intermediate
consumption by different sectors (Z) and the final demand. The economy’s total production
(X) also represents the extent to which sector j used goods produced by sector i in its total
production and indicates the percentage of inputs sold to industry j by sector i in relation to
the total production of sector j (Marconi et al., 2016, p. 479).

In calculating sectoral linkages, Rasmussen and Chenery andWatanbe depended mainly
on the technical coefficient matrix, which shows, for each industry in the economy, the
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proportional value of inputs purchased from all sectors in the economy (including itself) per
monetary unit of output and could be stated as (aij= Zij/Xj). In this context we could
differentiate between two types of linkages basically known as forward and backward
linkages, which could be derived based on the following equation:

X ¼ I � Að Þ�1
F

Where:
x = vector output;
I = unit matrix; and
(I�A)�1 = is the inverse of Leontief’s matrix.

In this regard, sectoral linkages approach depends on classifying different sectors according
to the power of their forward and backward linkages into four main categories stated as
follows:

(1) a Key sector is one with strong linkages (interdependency) relationships with other
sectors, the economic activity of those sectors exerts a greater than average
influence on the whole economy.

BLI > 1 & FLI > 1ð Þ
(2) Sectors with strong backward linkages highlight increased input demand resulting

from accelerated production in a given sector, where an increased production in
one of the industries may result in increased demand on the industries that
produce the intermediate inputs.

BLI > 1 and FLI < 1ð Þ
(3) Sectors with strong forward linkages bring into focus increased output (supply) of a

sector that stimulates its increased use in other sectors, in other words an increased
production in a certain industry may result in an increased supply of output for
other industries to use in their production (Bess and Ambargis, 2011, p. 7):

FLI > 1 and BLI < 1ð Þ
(4) sectors with weak linkages are defined as those sectors with weak sectoral

interdependence, where both the forward and the backward linkages are weak:

BLI < 1 and FLI < 1ð Þ
As specified previously, the concept of key sectors depends mainly on the policy objectives,
which emphasizes the importance of multiplier analysis. The literature on the calculation of
I-O multipliers traces back to Leontief’s work in 1951. Leontief developed a set of national
level multipliers that could be used to estimate the economy-wide effect that an initial
change in final demand has on an economy.

3.2 Computing employment and value-added multipliers
Usually various kinds of multipliers could be used to capture the effects an exogenous shock
(increased demand) has on the economy. As the paper targets mainly measuring how
investment in some industries would impact the overall economy, both the employment and
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value-added multiplier are being calculated for 90 subsectors included in the I-O table. The
multiplier effects include both indirect effects in the form of demand for intermediate inputs
from other sectors in the economy and induced effects through changes in consumption
demand resulting from higher household income and employment (Kamal, 2018) and could
be highlighted as follows (Moursi and ELMossalamy, 2010, p. 14–16):

� Value added multipliers: which measures the value added generated in each sector
as a result of the new output and could be derived as follows:

mva ¼ va � R � va*

Where:
� VA is row vector containing the (nþ1) Type II labor multipliers of the ratio of the

value added to the gross output for each sector
� R is the inverse of Leontief matrix
� Va* is a diagonal matrix (nþ1) �(nþ1) whose diagonal elements are the reciprocals

of the elements of Va

Employment multipliers: which captures the number of jobs generated in each sector as a
function of new output and could be derived as follows:

ml ¼ L � R � L*

Where:
� L is row vector containing the (nþ1) Type II labor multipliers of the ratio of the

labor coefficient to the gross output for each sector
� R is the inverse of Leontief matrix
� L* is a diagonal matrix (nþ1) �(nþ1) whose diagonal components are the elements

of the (nþ1)�(nþ1) row vector of labor coefficients.

3.3 Allocating fiscal stimulus package based on multipliers effects
Although measuring the sectoral linkages, is essential for measuring interdependencies
between different sectors in the economy, but measuring the impact of increasing
investments on those sectors on both growth rates and their ability to create job
opportunities on both the sectoral level and the macro-level is also considered of the same
importance to ensure optimal allocation of resources in a way that maximizes the positive
impact of the investments allocated.

Optimal allocation of new investments is being done through an optimization model
which tries to maximize the return on new investments based on two decision variables:
employment multiplier and value-added multiplier. The model also allows decision maker to
assign different weights to both goals according to the needs and priorities of the country
(under the condition that w1þw2= 1). the model could be displayed as follows:

Maximizez ¼ w1

X

i

xiðml_normalizediÞ þw2

X

i

xiðmva_normalizediÞ

s.t.
X

i

xi #Total Investment
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Li #xi #U i ; 8i

Li ¼ 0:7� Pi � Total InvestmentÞð
Bi ¼ 1:3� Pi � Total InvestmentÞð

Pi ¼
ml_normalizedi�mini ml_normalizedið Þ

maxi ml_normalizedið Þ�mini ml_normalizedið Þ
X

i

ml_normalizedi �mini ml_normalizedið Þ
maxi ml_normalizedið Þ �mini ml_normalizedið Þ

where:
� (Ml_Normalized) i denotes the normalized employment multiplier.
� (Mva_Normalized) i denotes the normalized value-added multiplier.
� Xi is the Decision Variable which shows the new investments in sector I for every

sector of the sectors available in the input output table.
� W1 and w2 shows the weights assigned for both employment and growth

respectively where W1þW2=1
� Li is the minimum amount of investments that could be allocated in the sector.
� Bi is the maximum amount of investments that could be allocated in the sector.

3.4 Measuring the impact of the fiscal stimulus package on both growth and employment
The impact of the FSP on growth could be measured by calculating the value-added
coefficient, while the number of job opportunities could be calculated based on the
employment coefficient, as follows:

(1) Normalized value-added coefficient: which denotes the new value added
created in the sector as a result of the new investments generated where:

D VA ¼ MVAC: D Fi

8i MVAC ¼ MVA:VA

� D VA denotes the change in value added resulting from the change in final
demand (the change in final demand is basically due to the increase in
investment as a result of the assumed FSP).

� D Fi denotes the change in final demand (due to the increase in investment).
� MVAC denotes the value-added coefficient which is equivalent to the value-

added multiplier multiplied by the vector VA (derived from the technical
coefficient matrix).

(2) Normalized employment coefficient: which refers to the multiplier deflated by the
average wages for each sector:

DL ¼ MLC:DFi

8iMLC ¼ ML:L=W
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� L denotes the change in employment level resulting from the change in final
demand (the change in final demand is basically due to the increase in
investment as a result of the assumed FSP).

� D Fi denotes the change in final demand (due to the increase in investment).
� MVLC denotes the employment coefficient which is equivalent to the

employment multiplier multiplied by the vector L deflated by the average
wages for each sector (to reflect the number of job opportunities offered as the
input output table only shows monetary values).

4. Intersectoral linkages and optimal allocation of fiscal stimulus key results
4.1 Sectoral composition of the Egyptian economy
The section below highlights the sectoral composition of the Egyptian economy based on
the latest I-O table available for Egypt which was being published in 2018, the sectors could
be categorized in four main categories as follows:

4.1.1 Key sectors indicators. 14 sectors were being considered as leading or key sectors.
most of them belong to the industrial sector which includes: manufacturing of computer,
electronic and optical products, manufacturing of rubber and plastics products,
manufacturing of textiles.it also includes some petroleum industries such as: generating
electricity and gas delivery, Coke and refined petroleum Products, other mining and
quarrying activities. The large number of industrial sectors within the key sectors confirm
the importance of the manufacturing sector in the process of industrial growth in the
economy.

Regarding their ability to generate growth and increase employment levels, it is worth
mentioning that the key sectors ranked the highest among the sectors in terms of value-
added multiplier (with a mean equal to 2.95) and also recorded high levels of employment
multipliers (with a mean equal to 1.77) (Figure 1).

4.1.2 Strong backward linkages sectors indicators. 22 sectors had high Backward
Linkages, which means that those sectors have more dependency to other sectors, and they
act as intermediate buyers rather than intermediate sellers. most of those sectors also belong
to the manufacturing industries. the sectors with the highest backward linkages within the
manufacturing industry includes: Manufacturing of food products, Manufacturing of paper

Figure 1.
Key sectors
backward and
forward linkages
index andmultipliers

Employment 
multiplier

Value added 
Multiplier

Forward Linkage 
Index

Backward 
Linkage IndexSub sectors

1.151.542.3971.014

Support activities to agriculture and post-harvest 

crop activities1

1.641.592.6811.101Other mining and quarrying2

1.853.822.3892.137Manufacture of textiles3

2.253.271.7602.764Coke and refined petroleum Products4

2.032.331.7741.621Manufacture of chemicals and chemical products5

2.003.981.1672.117Manufacture of rubber and plastics products6

1.972.671.2341.831Other non-metal products7

2.241.953.3661.434Manufacturing basic metals8

1.721.731.5641.244

Manufacture of fabricated metal products, except 

machinery and equipment9

1.462.673.1691.841Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c.10

1.202.431.1991.726Manufacturing of transport equipment11

2.407.231.0572.154

Manufacture of computer, electronic and optical 

products12

1.262.191.0073.406Generating electricity13

1.643.851.1371.624Gas delivery14

1.772.951.851.85Mean

* Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers, darker color code reflects higher 

multiplier values category.
High Values of linkages and mul�plier effectLow Values of linkages and mul�plier effect
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and paper products, Manufacturing of leather and related products, and Manufacturing of
transport equipment.

Althoughmost of the sectors with high backward linkages came from the manufacturing
sector, but some of them belongs to the service sector such as: Food and Beverage Services
Activities, Accommodation, Travel Agency, Tour Operator, Reservation Service and
Related Activities .The estimated multipliers for both job opportunities and value-added
multipliers varied considerably across sectors ranging between 1.559 for
Telecommunication to 3.896 for Manufacturing of Manufacture of paper and paper products
for the value-added multiplier and 1.107 for water collection, treatment and sewage
networks and 13.43 for the manufacture of Manufacture of leather and related products for
the employment multiplier, which is considered the highest sector in terms of creating job
opportunities (Figure 2).

4.1.3 Strong forward linkages sectors indicators. The forward linkage of a sector
reflects the dependence of the remaining sectors in the economy on sectors supplies that
are produced within the production process (Fathi, 2014, p. 12), 22 sectors within the
input output table shows strong forward linkages, the value of the indicator reflects the
proportion of final demand of the sector is larger than its intermediate demand in
Egypt, which means that those sectors has a leading role in creating demand. Most of
the sectors with strong forward linkages belongs to the service sectors, which includes:
Architectural and Engineering Activities; Technical Testing and Analysis, Repair of
Computers and Personal and Household Goods, together with some petroleum related
activities including: Extraction of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas, and Mining

Figure 2.
Sectors with strong
backward linkages

index andmultipliers

Employment multiplier
Value added 

Multiplier
Forward 

Linkage Index

Backward 
Linkage 

IndexSub sectors

1.7621.4962.7960.985
Growing of Cereals (Except Rice), Leguminous 

Crops And Oil Seeds1

1.5691.3381.6530.751Growing of rice2

1.2161.1442.4890.372Other crops3

1.3211.0452.4130.125Extraction of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas4

1.9941.4283.8450.861Mining of Metal Ores5

1.3041.4012.3250.843Mining Support Service Activities6

1.5141.1104.5070.267

Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and 

cork, except furniture; manufacture of articles of 

straw and plaiting materials7

1.0281.0312.2340.088Other manufacturing Industries8

1.0001.0002.5280.001Repair Of Machinery9

1.2581.3421.2100.692
Wholesale and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor 

Vehicles and Motorcycles10

1.0891.0811.8270.212
Computer Programming, Consultancy & Related 

Activities11

1.0681.0851.2270.228
Other Financial Service Activities, Except 

Insurance & Pension Funding Activities12

1.1501.1461.8270.373
Activities of Head Offices; Management 

Consultancy Activities13

1.2721.4011.8270.843
Architectural and Engineering Activities; 

Technical Testing and Analysis14

1.7281.0981.5070.246
Repair of Computers and Personal and Household 

Goods15

1.1931.1971.8230.486Advertising and Market Research16

1.0721.2191.8270.531
Other Professional, Scientific and Technical 

Activities17

1.2121.5141.7310.947Rental and Leasing Activities18

1.1001.0731.4820.194Usage activities19

1.0581.0541.4820.137Security and Investigation Activities20

1.0741.0911.4820.237Services to Buildings and Landscape Activities21

1.1771.2311.5410.540
Office Administrative, Office Support and Other 

Business Support Activities22

1.281.202.070.45Mean
* Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers, darker color code reflects higher multiplier 

values category. High Values of linkages and mul�plier effectLow Values of linkages and mul�plier effect
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Support Service Activities. Some agricultural products also have strong forward
linkages such as: Growing of Cereals (Except Rice), Leguminous Crops and Oil Seeds,
and growing rice.

Regarding their ability to generate growth and increase the employment levels, it is
worth mentioning that those sectors have relatively low ability of increasing growth rates
and in creating job opportunities, where the value-added Multiplier ranged between 1 for
repair of machinery and 1.514 for Rental and Leasing Activities, while the employment
multiplier ranged between 1.000 also for the repair of machinery and 1.994 for Mining of
Metal Ores (Figure 3).

4.1.4 Weak sectoral linkages sectors indicators. Those sectors are the sectors that do not
have considerable values in either backward linkages or forward linkages, 32 sub sectors
from the 90 sub sectors in the input output tables (nearly 30%) have weak sectoral
linkages. Most of them belong to the service sector, in addition to few sectors related to
the retail and wholesale trade, and two sectors related to the agricultural products
including: Growing of Vegetables and Melons, Roots and Tubers and Fishing and
aquaculture. It is worth mentioning that those sectors have limited ability in terms of
increasing growth rate represented through the value-added multiplier ranging between
1.004 for Scientific research and development and 1.535 for Libraries, the employment
multiplier within those sectors ranges between 1.013 for education and 2.390 for real
estate activities (Figure 4).

Figure 3.
Sectors with strong
forward linkages
index andmultiplier

Employment multiplier 
Value added 

Multiplier 
Forward 

Linkage Index 

Backward 
Linkage 

Index Sub sectors  

1.762 1.496 2.796 0.985 
Growing of Cereals (Except Rice), Leguminous 

Crops And Oil Seeds 1 

1.569 1.338 1.653 0.751 Growing of rice 2 

1.216 1.144 2.489 0.372 Other crops 3 

1.321 1.045 2.413 0.125 Extraction of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas 4 

1.994 1.428 3.845 0.861 Mining of Metal Ores 5 

1.304 1.401 2.325 0.843 Mining Support Service Activities 6 

1.514 1.110 4.507 0.267 

Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and 

cork, except furniture; manufacture of articles of 

straw and plaiting materials 7 

1.028 1.031 2.234 0.088 Other manufacturing Industries 8 

1.000 1.000 2.528 0.001 Repair Of Machinery 9 

1.258 1.342 1.210 0.692 
Wholesale and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor 

Vehicles and Motorcycles 10 

1.089 1.081 1.827 0.212 
Computer Programming, Consultancy & Related 

Activities 11 

1.068 1.085 1.227 0.228 
Other Financial Service Activities, Except 

Insurance & Pension Funding Activities 12 

1.150 1.146 1.827 0.373 
Activities of Head Offices; Management 

Consultancy Activities 13 

1.272 1.401 1.827 0.843 
Architectural and Engineering Activities; 

Technical Testing and Analysis 14 

1.728 1.098 1.507 0.246 
Repair of Computers and Personal and Household 

Goods 15 

1.193 1.197 1.823 0.486 Advertising and Market Research 16 

1.072 1.219 1.827 0.531 
Other Professional, Scientific and Technical 

Activities 17 

1.212 1.514 1.731 0.947 Rental and Leasing Activities 18 

1.100 1.073 1.482 0.194 Usage activities 19 

1.058 1.054 1.482 0.137 Security and Investigation Activities 20 

1.074 1.091 1.482 0.237 Services to Buildings and Landscape Activities 21 

1.177 1.231 1.541 0.540 
Office Administrative, Office Support and Other 

Business Support Activities 22 

1.28 1.20 2.07 0.45 Mean  
 * Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers, darker color code reflects higher multiplier 

values category.   High Values of linkages and mul�plier effect Low Values of linkages and mul�plier effect  
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4.2 Allocating fiscal stimulus packages based on sectoral linkages
Accordingly, the paper tries to measure the impact of allocating L.E 100 bn new investments
offered as a fiscal stimulus in Egypt to reduce the negative impact of COVID-19 based on the
sectoral linkages in a way that targets more the key sectors and the sectors which have
strong backward linkages as they are more capable of increasing growth rates and offering
more job opportunities (which is clearly obvious from the values of both the value added and
employment multipliers).

The allocation of the stimulus package across sectors is portrayed in the figure below.
The diagram indicates that both the largest share of the new investments allocated from the
fiscal stimulus should be allocated among the key sectors and the sectors with strong
backward linkages as they are the most capable of creating job opportunities and increasing
growth rates, while the shares of both sectors with strong forward linkages and sectors with
weak linkages should be relatively low (Figure 1).

Figure 4.
Sectors with weak
linkages index and

multiplier

Employment 
multiplier

Value added 
Multiplier

Forward Linkage 
Index

Backward 
Linkage IndexSub sectors

1.0741.3470.0590.732

Public administration and defense; compulsory 

social security1

1.0131.0790.0340.211Education2

1.0991.4290.0530.843Human health activities3

1.2321.2720.0750.599

Residential Care Activities and Social 

Work Activities with accommodation4

1.1611.2810.0750.615

Other Social Work Activities Without 

Accommodation5

1.4251.4570.2510.867Creative, arts and entertainment activities6

1.0741.5350.2510.997

Libraries, Archives, Museums and Other Cultural 

Activities7

1.0501.2170.0540.488

Sports activities and amusement and recreation 

activities8

1.2841.3200.8380.674Other personal service activities9

1.0001.0001.0000.000Home services activities10

1.2621.2520.0750.587Veterinary activities11

1.1051.0040.8350.010Scientific research and development12

1.0541.2520.4490.590

Activities Auxiliary to Financial Service and

Insurance Activities.13

2.3901.1530.0240.388Real estate activities14

1.1131.1940.4720.475Legal and accounting activities15

1.1571.1860.2130.459

Insurance, reinsurance and pension funding, except 

compulsory social security.16

1.1681.1850.6830.443Information service activities17

1.3211.2560.8360.553

Wholesale Trade, Except of Motor Vehicles and 

Motorcycles18

1.1701.1930.6680.427

Retail Trade, Except of Motor Vehicles and 

Motorcycles19

1.4611.4250.1210.846Water transport20

1.1011.0400.2220.111

Warehousing and support activities for 

transportation21

1.0401.0970.4560.258National posts and parcel activities22

1.6311.1940.2510.465

Motion Picture, Video and Television Program 

Production, Sound Recording and Music 

Publishing Activities23

1.1991.4680.1410.933Programming and broadcasting activities24

1.0361.4030.6900.758Electric power transmission and distribution25

1.7101.3510.0220.687

Waste Collection, Treatment and Disposal 

Activities; Materials Recovery26

1.4171.4290.4320.881Specialized construction activities27

2.1161.4130.1150.850manufacture of wearing apparel.28

1.1851.3650.0320.765manufacture of furniture29

1.2321.0770.7760.197Printing and Reproduction of Recorded Media30

1.3221.2870.5230.659

Growing of Vegetables and Melons, Roots and 

Tubers31

1.0791.1490.3240.373Fishing and aquaculture32

1.2712161.259660.34520.55433Mean
* Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers, darker color code reflects higher 

multiplier values category. High Values of linkages and mul�plier effectLow Values of linkages and mul�plier effect
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According to the results of the optimizationmodel:
� Sectors with strong backward linkages grasped L.E 55.91 bn representing nearly 56%

of the new investments allocated from the fiscal stimulus through the optimization
model, this could be simply interpreted by the fact that those sectors were the highest
in terms of the value-added multiplier and the employment multiplier.

� The Key sectors came in the second stage in terms of the investments allocated
through the fiscal stimulus from the optimization model, as they are also
characterized by their strong value-added and employment multiplier which
ensures their positive impact on the economy as a whole in terms of increasing
growth rates and increasing job opportunities, in this regard LE 27.98 bn of the
fiscal stimulus are being allocated among key sectors representing nearly 27.98%.

� The share of both groups including sectors with strong forward linkages and those
with weak sectoral linkages were relatively low compared to the key sectors and
those with strong backward linkages, their share from the FSP represent nearly
5.4% and 8.73% respectively, where the sectors with strong forward linkages
grasped only L.E 5.4 bn from the new investments distributed among the FSP, while
the weak sectoral linkages grasped L.E 8.73 bn.

4.3 Calculating the fiscal stimulus package impact on growth and employment
According to the results of the FSP of allocating L.E 100 bn among different sectors the
growth rate will increase by 1.768%, resulted from an increase in the GDP by L.E
108522.63mn. the fiscal stimulus also resulted in an increase in the number of job
opportunities by 575.83 thousand jobs. Major highlights of the FSP effects on the economy
as a whole could be displayed from the following table, then key findings are being
highlighted on the level of each category based on their intersectoral linkages after
considering both the value-added coefficient and employment coefficient (Table 1):

(1) The key sectors managed to increase the GDP growth rate by 0.58% and managed
to create 144.64 thousand job opportunities, the manufacturing sectors were
the highest in terms of offering job opportunities within the key sectors, where
the Manufacture of textiles created 46.24 thousand job opportunities, the
Manufacture of rubber and plastics products created 23.11 thousand job
opportunities, while the gas delivery created 17.58 thousand job opportunities
(Figure 6).

Figure 5.
Share of different
sectoral groups in the
fiscal stimulus based
on the intersectoral
linkages

29%

56%

6%
9%

Key sectors Sectors with strong Backward linkages

sectors with strong Forward Linkages sectors with week linkages
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(2) It is also worth mentioning that the manufacturing sectors were also leading in
terms of their ability to increase growth rate, where the highest sectors in this
regard includes: Manufacture of computer, electronic and optical products,
together with Manufacture of rubber and plastics products and Manufacture of
textiles.

(3) The new investments allocated through the FSP to the sectors with strong backward
linkages helped in increasing the GDP growth rate by 0.948% and in offering 354.5
thousand job opportunities, the manufacturing sectors also took the lead in creating
job opportunities within the sectors with strong backward linkages including:
Manufacture of leather and related products 63.281 thousand job opportunities,
Manufacture of food products 30.823 thousand job opportunities, Manufacture of
paper and paper products 28.819 thousand job opportunities, and Manufacture of
transport equipment 17.225 thousand job opportunities. The manufacturing sectors
also took the lead in terms of their ability in increasing growth rates, where the
highest sector was Manufacture of leather and related products (Figure 7).

(4) Both the sectors with strong forward linkages and the sectors with weak linkages
share in increasing growth rate and employment opportunities are relatively small

Table 1.
Effects of the FSP on

both growth and
employment in the
egyptian economy

Category
New Growth
Rate (%)

New value added
(mn L.E)

New Job Opportunities
(Thousand job opportunities)

1 Key sectors 0.58 35518.55 144.64
2 Strong Backward Linkages Sectors 0.948 58444.35 354.5
3 Strong Forward Linkages Sectors 0.09 5558.03 17.89
4 Weak Linkages Sectors 0.15 9001.7 58.8

Total 1.768 108522.6 575.83

Figure 6.
Effects of the FSP on

both growth and
employment of key

sectors

New 
Growth 

Rate
(%)

New Value 
added

(mn L.E)

New Job 
Opportunities
(Thousand job 

opportunities)
Employment 

Coefficient

Value 
added 

CoefficientSub sectors

0.01382.062.300.331.04

Support activities to agriculture and post-harvest 

crop activities1

0.01645.011.760.141.01Other mining and quarrying2

0.063630.5046.240.671.01Manufacture of textiles3

0.074535.232.970.051.34Coke and refined petroleum Products4

0.021286.645.820.251.05

Manufacture of chemicals and chemical 

products5

0.074202.4423.110.311.09Manufacture of rubber and plastics products6

0.021508.276.880.261.10Other non-metal products7

0.021110.282.320.110.99Manufacturing basic metals8

0.01744.132.140.150.99

Manufacture of fabricated metal products, 

except machinery and equipment9

0.021115.466.040.281.00Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c.10

0.01878.228.330.501.02Manufacturing of transport equipment11

0.1811153.5514.240.101.50

Manufacture of computer, electronic and optical 

products12

0.02961.934.900.331.26Generating electricity13

0.053364.8517.580.270.99Gas delivery14

0.5835518.55144.64Total

* Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers, darker color code reflects higher 

multiplier values category. High Values of linkages and mul�plier effectLow Values of linkages and mul�plier effect
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compared to both key sectors and sectors with strong backward linkages, where
the sectors with strong forward linkages increased growth rates by 0.09 and
offered 17.89 job opportunities, while the sectors with weak linkages managed in
increasing growth rates by 0.15% and offered 58.80 thousand job opportunities.
The highest performing sectors among both categories could be displayed as
follows:

� Among the sectors with strong forward linkages: Growing of Cereals (Except
Rice), Leguminous Crops and Oil Seeds, together with Other Professional,
Scientific and Technical Activities were the highest in terms of creating job
opportunities due to the new investments offered through the FSP. While most
of the sectors within the forward linkages category were relatively limited in
terms of their ability in increasing growth rates (Figure 8).

� Among the sectors with weak linkages: The Wholesale Trade, Except of Motor
Vehicles and Motorcycles, Libraries, together with Archives, Museums and
Other Cultural Activities, and the Human health activities were the highest in
terms of creating job opportunities due to the new investments offered through
the FSP. the sectors with weak sectoral linkages category were relatively
limited in terms of their ability in increasing growth rates (Figure 9).

Figure 7.
Effects of the FSP on
both growth and
employment of
sectors of strong
backward linkages

New Growth 
Rate
(%)

New Value 
added

(mn L.E)

New Job 
Opportunities

(Thousand job 

opportunities)
Employment 

Coefficient

Value 
added 

CoefficientSub sectors
0.015937.0605.6931.632.17Growing Perennials1

0.015942.3943.4671.881.94Animal production2

0.0895497.64730.8233.893.75Manufacture of food products3

0.0181119.0185.3822.132.02Manufacture of beverages4

0.010643.9834.4401.431.92Manufacture of tobacco products5

0.21913497.9363.28113.442.79

Manufacture of leather and related 

products6

0.0694223.76128.8192.233.90Manufacture of paper and paper products7

0.0261582.9817.6091.573.23

Manufacture of basicpharmaceutical 

products and pharmaceutical 

preparations
8

0.0452759.52415.7051.663.18Manufacture of electrical equipment 9

0.0654023.61117.2252.553.70Manufacture of transport equipment10

0.010628.1188.0711.111.93

water collection, treatment & sewage 

networks11

0.0472913.6525.6712.652.41Construction of buildings12

0.015913.4574.3011.352.41Civil Engineering13

0.008475.0783.3011.151.65Land transport & Transport via pipelines14

0.0181080.2901.4201.552.13Air transport15

0.010645.8012.4921.601.59Accommodation 16

0.011701.5625.6881.681.67Food & Beverage Services Activities17

0.010633.2349.0561.181.95Publishing Activities18

0.013775.2571.2801.911.56Telecommunication19

0.0181099.7312.3532.231.87

Travel Agency, Tour Operator, 

Reservation Service and Related 

Activities20

0.20112362.58109.943.589.61Gambling & Betting Activities21

0.016987.67718.4851.272.54Activities of Membership Organizations22

0.94858444.35354.5Total
* Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers; darker color code reflects 

higher multiplier values category. High Values of linkages and mul�plier effectLow Values of linkages and mul�plier effect
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5. Conclusion
During tough economic times, the government is required to make hard decisions related to
the optimal allocation of resources, COVID-19 pandemic was one of the worst global crises,
which affected the world economy negatively. In this regard, new investments should be
allocated in industries with the highest returns to the overall economic activities, with high
sectoral linkages and high multiplier effects. studying intersectoral linkages based on IO
analysis helps in understanding how domestic industries are interrelated with one another,
IO models, in this context is considered a powerful tool for estimating the economy-wide
effects of an initial change (being it an endogenous or exogenous shock) in economic
activity. The paper employed a static input-output model to identify inter-linkages within
the Egyptian economy. Also, multipliers are being used to determine which industries
would have the highest spillover effects at the economy wide level in case of an industry
specific investment, then it concludes with measuring the effect of the FSP on both
increasing the GDP growth rate and increasing employment opportunities.

The paper distributed economic sectors among 4 main categories according to the
strength of their intersectoral linkages where: 14 sectors were considered key sectors, 22
sectors were considered sectors with strong backward linkages, 22 sectors were considered
sectors with strong forward linkages, and 32 sectors were considered of weak linkages. It is
worth mentioning that both the leading sectors and the sectors with strong backward
linkages were among the highest in terms of offering job opportunities and increasing
growth rates.

The paper also focused on allocating a fiscal stimulus of L.E 100bn as new investments
among different economic sectors to reduce the negative effect of COVID-19 on the economy

Figure 8.
Effects of the FSP on

both growth and
employment of

sectors of strong
forward linkages

New 
Growth 

Rate
(%)

New 
Value 
added

(mn L.E)

New Job 
Opportunities

(Thousand job 

opportunities)
Employment 

Coefficient
Value added 

CoefficientSub sectors

0.010645.5872.4810.001.01

Growing of Cereals (Except Rice), Leguminous Crops and Oil 

Seeds1

0.008464.7971.6520.001.00Growing of rice2

0.003184.1730.6460.001.00Other crops3

0.003183.5740.0760.001.00Extraction of Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas4

0.012732.1620.7260.001.02Mining of Metal Ores5

0.006366.0941.3230.001.00Mining Support Service Activities6

0.005316.1200.3360.001.01

Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and cork, except 

furniture; manufacture of articles of straw and plaiting 

materials7

0.00030.2530.1170.001.00Other manufacturing Industries8

0.0000.2790.0010.001.00Repair of Machinery9

0.005335.2400.4100.001.08

Wholesale and Retail Trade; Repair of Motor Vehicles and 

Motorcycles10

0.00188.0920.1620.001.01Computer Programming, Consultancy & Related Activities11

0.00179.2190.1510.001.00

Other Financial Service Activities, Except Insurance & Pension 

Funding Activities12

0.002152.2500.4590.001.00

Activities of Head Offices; Management Consultancy 

Activities13

0.006348.9991.2990.001.00

Architectural and Engineering Activities; Technical Testing 

and Analysis14

0.003201.1371.0710.011.00Repair of Computers and Personal and Household Goods15

0.002152.8181.6300.011.00Advertising and Market Research16

0.007415.6722.2800.011.10Other Professional, Scientific and Technical Activities17

0.00188.7760.2560.001.00Rental and Leasing Activities18

0.00157.8040.3890.011.01Usage activities19

0.00186.149--1.01Security and Investigation Activities20

0.003211.7891.5210.011.01Services to Buildings and Landscape Activities21

0.007417.0490.9030.001.01

Office Administrative, Office Support and Other Business 

Support Activities22

0.095558.0317.89Total
* Sectors are being categorized according to the values of both employment & value-added multipliers, darker color code reflects higher multiplier values

category. High Values of linkages and mul�plier effectLow Values of linkages and mul�plier effect
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based on empirical model which targeted more those sectors with higher employment and
value-added multipliers to increase the positive impact of the fiscal stimulus. In this regard
the FSP managed to increase growth rate by 1.768% and offered 575.83 job opportunities,
where both key sectors and sectors with strong backward linkages had the largest share
combined in terms of creating job opportunities and increasing growth rates, further studies
could be done in this regard to encourage investing in key sectors and sectors with strong
backward linkages to increase their positive impact on the economy as a whole.
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