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Preface

In addition to an introductory section dedicated to an overview of the chapters included in this volume and a short chapter delineating the need for the paradigm of planetary sociology, the bulk of the chapters in this volume comprises contributions by both junior faculty and advanced graduate students that highlight and illustrate the importance and utility of planetary sociology as a novel reference frame. Its purpose is to deploy social theory for the purpose of illuminating our situatedness within social structures as concrete, specific, and distinctive features of social contexts that shape, support, and burden our identities. In this sense, this volume pointedly provides examples of “applied theory,” while relying explicitly on different traditions and instances drawn from the expanding canon of social theory. In addition, this volume includes contributions by senior scholars that are located at the intersection of identity structure and social structure, but which do rely on or address the paradigm of planetary sociology. They do, however, provide strong arguments and analyses that emphasize the centrality of related issues to the study of social life and modern societies in the twenty-first century.

Work on this volume dates back several years. I organized a one-day workshop on planetary sociology at Wofford College in Spartanburg, South Carolina, hosted by Rhiannon Leebrick, in March 2017, and two sessions on the topic at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society in Atlanta, Georgia, in April 2019. On both occasions, contributors to this volume presented early drafts of their papers.

In addition, I presented papers delineating the paradigm at the Annual Conference of the International Social Theory Consortium in Innsbruck in May 2017, at the Self & Society Annual Conference (online) in August 2020, the Annual Conference of the Mid-South Sociological Association in Charlotte, North Carolina, in October 2021, and in the Sociology Graduate Colloquium of the Department of Sociology at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville in March 2022.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my home institution for supporting a leave semester in spring 2019, enabling me to circumscribe the paradigm presented here more precisely, and to move ahead with this volume. Furthermore, I taught six summer PhD-level graduate seminars under the aegis of planetary sociology between 2016 and 2022 in which several contributors to this volume participated, on such topics as “Planetary Sociology: Identity and Social Structure in Modernity” (2016); “Globalization: Capital, Identity” (2017); “American Exceptionalism as a Sociological Category” (2018); “Prejudice, Ideology, Modernity” (2020); “Sociology of American Democracy” (2021); and “Planetarity” (2022).

Finally, an early essay that addressed the theme of this volume appeared in 2018, with the title “Critical Theory, Radical Reform and Planetary Sociology: Between Impossibility and Inevitability” (Dahms, 2018).

I am pleased to thank Katy Mathers, Lydia Cutmore, Abinaya Chinnasamy, and Shanmathi Priya Sampath for the consistently superb work for and support of Current Perspectives in Social Theory.
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