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Series Editor Preface

The adoption internationally of inclusive practice as the most equitable and all-encompassing approach to education and its relation to compliance with various international Declarations and Conventions underpins the importance of this series for people working at all levels of education and schooling in both developed and less developed countries. There is little doubt that inclusive education is complex and diverse and that there are enormous disparities in understanding and application at both inter- and intra-country levels. A broad perspective on inclusive education throughout this series is taken, encompassing a wide range of contemporary viewpoints, ideas and research for enabling the development of more inclusive schools, education systems and communities.

Volumes in this series on International Perspectives on Inclusive Education contribute to the academic and professional discourse by providing a collection of philosophies and practices that can be reviewed by considering local, contextual and cultural situations to assist governments, educators, peripatetic staff and other professionals to provide the best education for all children. Each volume in the series focuses on a key aspect of inclusive education and provides critical chapters by contributing leaders in the field who discuss theoretical positions, quality research and impacts on school and classroom practice. Different volumes address issues relating to the diversity of student need within heterogeneous classrooms and the preparation of teachers and other staff to work in inclusive schools. Systemic changes and practice in schools encompass a wide perspective of learners to provide ideas on reframing education to ensure that it is inclusive of all. Evidence-based research practices underpin a plethora of suggestions for decision-makers and practitioners, incorporating current ways of thinking about and implementing inclusive education.

While many barriers have been identified that may potentially constrain the implementation of effective inclusive practices, this series aims to identify such key concerns and offer practical and best practice approaches to overcoming them. Adopting a thematic approach for each volume, readers will be able to quickly locate a collection of research and practice related to a topic of interest. By transforming schools into inclusive communities of practice all children can have the opportunity to access and participate in quality and equitable education to enable them to obtain the skills to become contributory global citizens. This series, therefore, is highly recommended to support education decision-makers, practitioners, researchers and academics who have a professional interest in the inclusion of children and youth who are potentially marginalised in inclusive schools and classrooms.

Volume 22 on Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Special and Inclusive Education in a Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous (VUCA) World considers an international perspective on the many changes that are occurring that impact directly on education. Such major changes are challenging for all systems, but as can be seen by the discussions in the chapters in this volume, these are even more challenging when aiming to provide effective teaching and learning for children and youth with special and diverse needs and disabilities.

The inclusion movement which has grasped a more equitable and sustainable approach to education over the past decades has now been faced with potential derailment due to the outcomes of many global VUCA complications. The writing of this volume has also been affected by the VUCA situation, and in particular the challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The authors, nonetheless, have embraced this opportunity to reflect in very meaningful ways on how inclusion can continue to be realised in practical, justifiable and sustainable ways over the next decade.

To achieve the proposed education goals for Education 2030 (UNESCO), that ensure inclusive and equitable quality education for all learners, will require some dramatic systemic changes. Acknowledging the current situation and identifying the indicators that can measure a country's progress towards improved inclusive education provides a strong foundation for planning avenues to address this. By critiquing practice across a range of country systems, chapters in this volume provide a selection of innovative approaches to overcome the VUCA challenges they face. The authors also provide constructive approaches that will maintain the inclusive momentum in a realistic way.

As all systems are working towards overcoming the VUCA challenges, I highly recommend this volume as essential reading for considering ways to establish equitable and sustainable inclusive education. This current volume makes a significant, pertinent and realistic contribution to the international dialogue about the way forward when dealing with such complicated and far-reaching global issues. It will make an excellent addition to the International Perspectives on Inclusive Education series.

Chris Forlin

Series Editor


   
   
   



Volume Introduction

In the post-modern world and in the midst of an unprecedented, severe geopolitical polarisation and decoupled capitalist economy, every country is struggling to create a development paradigm within the scope of its own context, be it in politics, public administration, economy, society and education. The complexities in the management of education in this era have changed drastically, especially in a direction towards manifesting excellence of education through the learning paradigm, which is deemed appropriate for the future achievement of learners, as opposed to the conventional instructional paradigm. This movement will help drive nation-states to be more prosperous in all aspects because an improvement in education will induce empowerment of the people in the nation; they will be able to react more intelligently in a volatile society and be more likely to be determined to develop ‘improvement’ in society through their knowledge. Despite this clear perception of how the mainstream education management in the twenty-first century should be reformulated, contrastingly a massive movement in the status quo, a substantial shift in special and inclusive education will continue to be stagnant.

This volume, Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Special and Inclusive Education in a VUCA World, in the series on International Perspectives on Inclusive Education, addresses ‘outside-the-box’ disruptive thinking to the pertinent challenges in special and inclusive education from diverse interdisciplinary points of view in an unconventional way; the goal is to contrive the most probable combinations of variations for change in the status quo for special and inclusive education and compare them with current practice.

Each chapter offers new ideas to develop the path for innovation and readiness to cope with the changing world; interdisciplinary perspectives are expected to be models for coping with such circumstances. Readers will benefit from the insights and samples demonstrated in this volume which are based on various points of view from scholars in different disciplines, and are intended to help shape how special needs students, teachers and all the managerial components as a whole adapt to sustain and maintain inclusion in education in a VUCA world.

This particular volume focuses on building the foundations of a realistic, rational view of the basic assumptions and knowledge on which special education should rest. The book presents themes covering three major areas:

(1)An analysis and empirical examination of the basic concept of special education, a discussion of specific exceptionalities, and constructive responses to common criticisms of special education including the challenges of educational reform after the principles of the Salamanca Statement are addressed.

(2)An overview of the inclusive education movement towards the VUCA world, including cases from selected countries based on its implementation and the experiences of experts in the field.

(3)The introduction of a model and apparatus developed through analysis of the possibility for managing inclusive education in the changing world. The volume also sheds some light on how the interplay of digital learning and the specially designed classroom can have a pivotal role in elevating the learning experience and outcomes of special educational needs students from different categories and backgrounds.

Pennee Narot

Narong Kiettikunwong

Volume Editors


   
   



Foreword

Policy documents from the OECD and UNESCO have stressed the need to prepare students for what has been termed a VUCA (volatile, uncertain, complex, ambiguous) world. The COVID-19 pandemic is an extreme case of a VUCA event that grants the opportunity to examine whether special and inclusive education is fully prepared for these complex situations. It brings together multi-disciplinary experts to produce a body of knowledge on how special and inclusive education must be re-shaped for the upcoming ambiguous future in a remarkable mission.

Each chapter offers clear strategies and models of practical implications to develop the path for innovation and be ready to cope with the changing world. Interdisciplinary perspectives are expected to be a model for coping with such circumstances. Readers should benefit from the insights and samples demonstrated in this book, based on various points of view from scholars in different disciplines, to help shape how special students, teachers, and all the managerial components as a whole should adapt to sustain and maintain inclusion in education in the circumstances of a VUCA world.

Interdisciplinary Perspective on Special and Inclusive Education in a VUCA World provides various ideas and experiences about how inclusive education can be organised. The analysis and investigation from case studies and document analysis are presented by international knowledgeable scholars who are from interdisciplinary fields to share their visions on education and inclusive education in the new era. The readers would gain a worldview of how inclusive education has been implemented along with the concepts, knowledge and guidelines for the future management of inclusive education.

This particular book focuses on building the foundation of a realistic, rational view of the basic assumptions and knowledge on which special education should rest. The book presents themes covering three major areas:

(1)The analysis and empirical examination of the basic concept of special education, a discussion of specific exceptionalities and constructive responses to common criticisms of special education including the challenges of educational reform after the stipulation of the Salamanca Statement are addressed.

(2)Overview of inclusive education movement towards the VUCA world: cases from selected countries.

(3)Introduction of model and a thorough analysis of the possibility of including instruments and a framework for managing inclusive education in the changing world.

The book interweaves critical analysis, outlining the practical framework of models and the illustrations of lesson learnt of how future inclusive education action should proceed at different levels in society to ensure full entitlement of inclusive education in the VUCA world.

Pennee Narot

Narong Kiettikunwong

Volume Editors
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