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PREFACE

The Annual Review of Comparative and International Education 2021 documents, explores, and interrogates many of the most important and complex phenomena in the field of comparative and international education. Likewise, the period leading up to 2021 and following it marks some of the most devastating as well as innovative educational change in the modern era worldwide. The COVID-19 pandemic dominated the landscape of global education, as well as every other sector, in 2020, but in 2021 the pandemic ebbed and flowed in ways that at times suggested the move to a more endemic phase and at other times surged anew with different variants of the virus and changing attitudes, politics, and science related to ways that students, educators, community stakeholders, and advocates for education and development worldwide were able to interact with one another both in and out of the formal education environment.

In addition, 2021 sits at the intersection of more traditional and often discriminatory attitudes and behaviors related to race and gender and more progressive and all-encompassing perspectives, which rival some of the most significant changes in perspectives on race and gender seen in the past 100 years. These shifts are marked by the ongoing “me too” movement, which recognizes the role of gender discrimination and (dis)advantage in every sector, including education. But, the racism of politics, industry, and society, which is often embedded in educational organizations, policies, and practices, was also highly visible in 2021 through the polemics in political systems governing education worldwide as well as the energies and outcomes of race and ethnicity visible in ongoing refugee, asylee, and immigrant crises broadly speaking and in relation to education, in particular. Further still, the role of race and gender in education worldwide was even further politicized in 2021 in the curricular debates that have arisen around issues such as critical race theory and other ways of understanding the histories and activities that both comprise and reflect the values and norms of society through education.

As such, the 2021 volume of the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education comparatively examines the intersections of the pandemic, racial and gender inequality, and political influences on education both between and within educational systems worldwide. Not surprisingly, there is a lot to observe and examine about comparative and international education in 2021. This has resulted in a first for the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education. This year’s annual review is divided into two full volumes. This volume, Volume A, begins with an examination of broad trends and directions in the field of comparative and international education, especially those related to the COVID-19 pandemic, racial and gender inequality, and the political polemics of education. Volume A then continues and concludes with several deep comparative and international examinations of area studies and regional developments in educational practice as well as impact. A second volume, Volume B, closely examines the conceptual and methodological directions that research in comparative and international education followed in 2021, investigates the application of comparative and international education research to practice in both global as well as local contexts, and concludes with an examination of several new developments in comparative and international education.

Volume A of the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education addresses some of the larger issues in 2021, including the intersection of the pandemic, race, and gender in Larissa Malone and Pam Barger’s investigation of the syndemic of these phenomena from cultural comparative perspectives. This is closely connected to the emphasis that several chapters reflect on forced migration. The phenomenon of forced migration and its impact on education worldwide is examined as an ongoing trend and direction in the field of comparative and international education in two research essays. The first of which by Annette Korntheuer and Stefan Thomas looks at refugee youth participation in Germany’s VET system, while the second by Avis Beek examines the intersection of refugee education with the simultaneously morphing educational landscape due to COVID-19.

The research and discussion essays presented in Volume A, however, are largely dedicated to the continuing and transformational impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education. Ericka L. Galegher and Courtney D. Bailey look closely at the challenges of reopening schools during the global pandemic, with a particular focus on ways that international schools approached this contentious policy-to-practice dilemma. Eliška Walterová examined the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in schools, especially in Eastern Europe and the Czech Republic as its effects were both mitigated and exacerbated by formal education policies, public expectations regarding schooling, and political or policy messaging and decision-making at the national and even international levels. Joe Tin-Yau Lo and Suyan Pan reflected on the ways that the pandemic affected the internationalization of higher education with a special focus on international higher education within the broader global context. M. Ayaz Naseem, Adeela Arshad-Ayaz, Dania Mohamad, and Neema Landey investigate the ways the citizenship education is both an integral component of surviving the pandemic, but also an area of education that is neglected and disadvantaged by the ways that the pandemic influences political socialization as well as the incorporation of individuals into social, economic, and cultural communities. Darshini Nadarajan examines the “zombification” of education policy as a result of the pandemic, especially in ways that influence teachers.

A special and important focus on the role and effect of race and ethnicity in both comparative and international education research and practice is examined by Erwin H. Epstein’s discussion essay on school choice and equality. This focus serves as an appropriate lead in to several discussion essays that deeply examine the field of comparative and international education within the broader pandemic, race, and gender contexts of 2021, such as Liyun Wendy Choo’s reflection on the nexus of research and practice in comparative and international education, Sonia M. Fonua, Alex McCormick, and Rebecca Spratt’s examination of the challenges and promises of the challenges and promises of becoming CIE practitioner-researchers in Oceania, and finally Vuong Tran, Giang Nguyen Hoang Le, and Trang Le Thuy’s introspective and contemplative reflections on their own international and transnational educational shifts as Vietnamese doctoral students.

The second half of Volume A focuses on area studies and regional developments in the field of comparative and international education. Sarfaroz Niyozov and Stephen A. Bahry focus on the ways that Tajikistan reflects the intersection of policy, research, and practice both in the nation-state specifically, but in Central Asia more broadly. Burcu Erdemir investigates higher education policies for Syrian refugees in Turkey. Joshua Beneite-Martí explains how education, colonialism, and necropolitics intersect in West Papua. Guillermo Ramón Ruiz interrogates the “right to education” in South American countries through a constitutional lens. Brianna Kurtz, Leon Roets, and Karen L. Biraimah reveal the ongoing resegregation of education by race and ethnicity both in post-desegregation USA and post-apartheid South Africa. And, Zhiyong Zhang, Jun Teng, and Wenxin Qi provide a detailed overview of the shift to online learning in China during the pandemic, which reveals both the challenges of a nationwide safety mandate as well as its implications for teaching and learning in a large national education system.

These research essays, discussion essays, and in-depth chapters provide both an overview of the challenges presented to comparative and international education in 2021, but also the ways that these challenges both mirrored earlier and ongoing inequalities as well as provided unique solutions to facilitate increased learning and improved access to quality education worldwide. In other words, the story of education in 2021 is complex and reflects both the best and the worst that education may have to offer, but the authors in Volume A of the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education 2021 have provided an insightful window in to the year’s challenges and promises.

Alexander W. Wiseman

Series Editor 
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