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PREFACE

World Education Patterns

Global North Volume

The shape and form of education worldwide is the product of many varied as well as intersecting phenomena. As a result, the shapes, forms, and intersections of phenomena that affect education comprise the bulk of the scholarship, research, practice, and evaluation of education within as well as across educational systems around the world. These companion volumes look at the ebb and flow of both context and agenda to both identify and distinguish those educational patterns that may be shared or may conflict among countries and regions. Given that the world is too broad of a landscape to cover in a single volume, there are two companion volumes of World Education Patterns: The Ebb of Global Forces and the Flow of Contextual Imperatives. The first volume introduces the phenomenon of world education patterns and examines those patterns in countries and regions that may be broadly characterized as the Global North. The second volume establishes and examines ways that countries and regions in the broadly defined Global South experience education within their unique contexts as well. The goal is that through a thorough examination of educational patterns worldwide, the shapes and forms of education in context can be better understood for improved scholarship and practice worldwide.

Each chapter in both volumes of World Education Patterns explains and investigates the educational impact of as many of the following contextual elements as possible, including: geography, demography, economy, technology, society, politics and policy, religion, and culture. Some chapters go beyond this foundation of contextual elements and introduce others or intersect them in ways that make more sense or create unique meaning in their particular context, but all of the chapters in both volumes are grounded in Wolhuter’s three aligned chapters included in the Global North volume.

In this volume, C. C. Wolhuter’s chapter, “Terra Invicta: Comparative and International Education,” introduces and explores the importance of context to the scholarship and practice of comparative and international education. Wolhuter also clarifies the impact of globalization on education in this first chapter. In his second chapter, “Terra Incognita: The Challenging Forces of the Unprecedented Twenty-first Century Globalized Societal Context,” Wolhuter continues his examination of globalization and introduces several of the contextual elements mentioned above as a way of outlining a framework not only for further chapters across both volumes, but also to identify and interrogate the global forces that shape and form education worldwide. Wolhuter’s third chapter, “Terra Nova: The Global Education Response,” looks specifically at ways that educational experiences, expectations, practices, and policies have responded to not only globalization but also the unique intersections of context and agendas shaping education worldwide.

Other chapters in this volume focused on the Global North include Alexander W. Wiseman’s chapter on globalization and educational trends in North America. This chapter examines the diversity of contexts and difficulties of identifying recognizable patterns across such a decentralized and multicultural landscape. María-Jesús Martínez-Usarralde and Belén Espejo-Villar investigate Western European education systems to determine the degree to which there is a coherent political agenda or European strategic framework when it comes to education. Irina Maslo explains the transformation of education in Baltic countries from post-socialist to new-liberal education. Edina Kovács, Hedviga Haficova, Tatiana Dubayova, Tímea Ceglédi, Katalin Godó, and Martin Kaleja focus on the experiences of Roma students as a way to investigate the influence of globalization on education in Central Europe. Klara Skubic Ermenc examines education in South-East European countries in relation to the Europeanization process. Yuto Kitamura, Jing Liu, and Moon Hong highlight school education, in particular, in China, Japan, and Korea, and the ways that socioeconomic inequality and new teaching and learning approaches are transforming it. Finally, Adam Nir, looks at the influence that policy borrowing in the form of school-based management policy has on both the Israeli education system and the Israeli society, more broadly, as well.

Through the thorough introduction and framing work of Wolhuter’s first three chapters, the rest of this volume’s focus on the Global North becomes more clearly recognizable in terms of educational patterns and intersecting contexts. Yes, there are unique elements in every national educational system and regional educational culture or practice, but the shared expectations and practices are overwhelmingly obvious as well. Those shared experiences are often overlooked because they are taken-for-granted aspects of education worldwide, but they become even more apparent when the practice of education becomes increasingly decoupled from the contexts of education. This may be less apparent in the Global North as investigated in this volume, but will be even more apparent in the companion volume focused on education in the Global South.

Alexander W. Wiseman

Series Editor
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