
WRITING INSTRUCTION TO

SUPPORT LITERACY SUCCESS



LITERACY RESEARCH, PRACTICE

AND EVALUATION

Series Editors: Evan Ortlieb and Earl H. Cheek, Jr.

Recent Volumes:

Volume 1: Using Informative Assessments towards Effective Literacy
Instruction

Volume 2: Advanced Literary Practices: From the Clinic to the Classroom

Volume 3: School-based Interventions for Struggling Readers, K-8

Volume 4: Theoretical Models of Learning and Literacy Development

Volume 5: Video Reflection in Literacy Teacher Education and
Development: Lessons from Research and Practice

Volume 6: Video Research in Disciplinary Literacies



LITERACY RESEARCH, PRACTICE AND EVALUATION
VOLUME 7

WRITING INSTRUCTION
TO SUPPORT

LITERACY SUCCESS

EDITED BY

EVAN ORTLIEB
St. John’s University, New York, NY, USA

EARL H. CHEEK, JR.
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA, USA

WOLFRAM VERLAAN
University of Alabama in Huntsville, Huntsville, AL, USA

United Kingdom � North America � Japan

India � Malaysia � China



Emerald Group Publishing Limited

Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2017

Copyright r 2017 Emerald Group Publishing Limited

Reprints and permissions service

Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in

any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or

otherwise without either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence

permitting restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency

and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the

chapters are those of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the

quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation implied or

otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any warranties,

express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-78635-526-3

ISSN: 2048-0458 (Series)

Certificate Number 1985
ISO 14001

ISOQAR certified 
Management System,
awarded to Emerald 
for adherence to 
Environmental 
standard 
ISO 14001:2004.

mailto: permissions@emeraldinsight.com


LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Kathleen M. Alley Mississippi State University, Mississippi
State, MS, USA

Rebecca S. Anderson The University of Memphis, Memphis,
TN, USA

Earl H. Cheek, Jr. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge,
LA, USA

Debra Coffey Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw,
GA, USA

Danielle DiMarco St. John’s University, Jamaica, NY, USA

Susan S. Fields Boston University, Boston, MA, USA

Sarah M. Fleming Syracuse University, New York, NY, USA
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In addition to a research interest in the relationship between listening com-
prehension and reading comprehension, he is also interested in methods of
improving pre-service teacher preparation, effective literacy instruction,
and ways to address the literacy achievement gap in the United States
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INTRODUCTION

Although writing has always been considered an important component of
literacy instruction, writing instruction in many classrooms has frequently
been shunted aside to allow instructional time to be devoted to curriculum
deemed more immediately important, such as reading, math, and science.
Recent initiatives such as the Common Core State Standards, however, have
reemphasized the importance of writing by acknowledging that subject
matter knowledge is more completely demonstrated and solidified when one
is able to cogently communicate one’s thoughts about a given topic via writ-
ing. And unlike speaking, writing is not a natural act � students require sig-
nificant amounts of instruction and practice to develop their writing ability.
To that end, this volume, in the book series Literacy Research, Practice, and
Evaluation, provides a collection of researched-based instructional practices
drawn from the authors’ experiences with writing instruction in primary and
secondary school classrooms. The volume’s 15 chapters address a wide scope
of writing instructional methods that range from an analysis of successful
writing practices employed in primary schools in New Zealand, to engaging
ninth-grade students with multimodal writing assignments in US classrooms,
to using low-stakes writing assignments to allow teachers to build relation-
ships with and insights into their students as a basis for successful writing
instruction. The instructional methodologies employed in these varying
contexts are described in detail, and most can be modified for younger or
older students to address writing instruction apropos to a given grade range.

Successful writing instruction is never formulaic; it is an iterative process
that relies, among other things, on modeling, guidance, feedback, and prac-
tice, and it is always contextualized by the social, cultural, and academic
milieux in which the instruction occurs. The writing instruction described
in this volume affords the reader the opportunity to view both the process
and the context of writing instruction through varying lenses and perspec-
tives. Consequently, this volume should be of significant interest to educa-
tors, researchers, literacy specialists, and others who are engaged in writing
instruction.

Wolfram Verlaan
Co-editor
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