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EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION

This is the 2016 volume in the annual series Theory and Method in Higher Education Research, which we launched in 2013 in the belief that there was a need to provide a forum specifically for higher education researchers to discuss issues of theory and method. So far, we have published more than 50 chapters.

In this volume, as in the previous ones, there is a somewhat greater focus on methods and methodologies overall, but there are five chapters engaging with concepts and theories (or a mixture of theory and methods).

Amongst the theories discussed are actor-network theory (Sarauw), institutional logics (Lepori), and strategic positioning (Mahat and Goedegebuure). Guzmán-Valenzuela addresses both theory and methods (practice), as do Forsberg and Geschwind in their analysis of Swedish PhD theses, and Tucker, Bruce, and Edwards, in examining the use of grounded theory to discover threshold concepts.

In terms of method and methodology, contributions consider validity in qualitative research (da Silva Lopes, Pedrosa-de-Jesus, and Watts), measuring competences (Braun and Mishra), international-comparative research (Kosmützky), shadowing (Gorup), participatory research (Király, Géring, Köves, Csillag and Kováts), and participant-centred approaches to interviewing (McCrory and O’Donnell).

The international nature of researchers’ interest in theory and method is clear, with authors being based in ten countries on three continents, with a particularly strong contribution from European colleagues.

Anyone interested in contributing a chapter to a future volume is invited to get in touch with either, but preferably both, of the editors.

 

Jeroen Huisman

Malcolm Tight

Editors
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