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Foreword

The timing of the publication of Pandemics, disasters, sustainability, tourism: An examination of impact on and resilience in Caribbean small island developing states is opportune, coming on the heels of two mega crises that have impacted our nation, region, and wider world, namely the historically devastating Hurricane Dorian of 2019 and the COVID-19 pandemic, the latter of which, at the time of publication, though in regression, is still very much with us.

I take this opportunity to congratulate and commend the powerhouse team of four professors/editors from The University of The Bahamas and Florida International University – Dr Ian Bethel, Ms. Jessica Minnis, Dr Sophia Rolle, and Dr Fevzi Okumus – for assembling this collection of scholarly research on the impact of the recent disasters, hurricanes, pandemic, and environmental threats induced by climate change that have afflicted the nations of the Caribbean region. In the arena of this university textbook, these educators, along with the host of expert contributors, bring sharp focus to the recent crises that have confronted us as a region; they examine the socioeconomic impact on our citizens and open engaging discussion on the way forward to resilience and sustainability.

Given the relevancy of the topics to the present and foreseeable future of our region, this textbook will, no doubt, enjoy a lengthy shelf life. The content of this textbook concerns each and every citizen among the 44 million population of the Caribbean. As such, it is of keen interest and will engage a wide audience: students, educators, policy makers, economists, and members of the general public.

This textbook is replete with real-life case studies of the impact of hurricanes, the COVID-19 pandemic, and natural disasters caused by climate change – from the devastation assailed by Hurricane Dorian on The Bahamas' two northern islands, Abaco and Grand Bahama; to the pandemic-inflicted economic distress of accommodations workers in Jamaica to the impact of sargassum on the tourism industry in Barbados. The scope of content of this publication makes it ideal for adoption as a mandatory textbook in tourism and sustainability courses of tertiary institutions across the Caribbean.

In my estimation, the key appeal of this publication lies in its ability to create and promote awareness of the threats of natural disasters that we face in the region. It equips us with knowledge of our vulnerability as a small island developing state. Given our geography, we have always been vulnerable to Atlantic hurricanes, a threat which has been magnified in recent times by climate change. Climate change not only intensifies the formation of hurricanes but also ushers in brand new threats: rising sea levels, sargassum, and the death of marine life that is critical to the livelihoods of people on so many of our islands.

The tone of this textbook inspires a refreshing sense of hopefulness as the content recommends approaches and strategies to laying policy frameworks for sustainability and building resilience in the face of threats.

As a region, we face a future of uncertainty, but we remain undaunted. Our small developing states have been left to grapple with challenges brought about by the runaway carbon emissions produced by the giant economies of the developed nations. At the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) held in Glasgow, Scotland, we watched with pride and admiration as our Caribbean leaders challenged developed countries to up the ante on reducing climate change.

As we wait for a more intentional and robust response from the developed nations, we, small island developing states of the Caribbean, must get on with our agenda to do our part to reduce climate change. The textbook that you hold in your hand shows how to make adaptations to contribute to a more sustainable lifestyle that will contribute in meaningful ways to positively address climate change.

Whether it is meeting targets set to reduce use of fossil fuels, implementing more stringent building codes, conducting tourism activity according to internationally accepted standards of sustainability, increasing our regional collective fund to assist sister nations with disaster relief, or stepping up our public awareness campaigns to promote sustainable lifestyles in all of our islands across the Caribbean, this textbook engages readers in mapping out solutions and strategies to address the potential crises our region faces in the foreseeable future.

The principal tertiary institutions of a country play a crucial role in national development. In the case of young developing nations such as ours in the Caribbean, the role of the university is even more critical. The university is an institution that serves as a catalyst for change. It leads the way in opening and moderating the national conversations that must be had to address the issues that impact the welfare of the citizenry. Today, in the Caribbean, there is no issue more urgent than climate change and the disasters and crises that it can potentially engender.

On behalf of the Government and People of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas, I extend sincere thanks to The University of The Bahamas for the collaborative effort led by its three professors, in conjunction with Florida International University, to produce a signature textbook that will prove to be a highly useful tool in preparing the upcoming generation to stage an effective counteroffensive of readiness and resilience in the face of the eventuality of natural disasters.

Editors and contributors, congratulations, again, on a well-executed textbook and guide to sustainability and resilience.

The Honourable I. Chester Cooper, M.P.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism, Investments & Aviation Commonwealth of The Bahamas
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