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Preface

The publication of the 2017 volume of the Annual Review of Comparative and 
International Education is a milestone event! This year, the Annual Review cel-
ebrates its fifth year of continuous publication. The Annual Review has been pub-
lished every year starting in 2013, which suggests that there is an ongoing interest 
in the importance of reflective practice and the professionalization of compara-
tive and international education (CIE). While CIE may not yet – or ever (see 
Davidson et al., this volume) – be formally designated as a unique or independent 
academic field, it continues to gain recognition as a field of study at universities 
worldwide. The continuous development of new academic programs, often at 
the graduate or postbaccalaureate level, suggests that more and more scholars as 
well as practitioners involved in comparative education, international education, 
and education for development are finding that expert knowledge, skills, and the 
sustainable development of educational systems and assessments is of the utmost 
importance to maintaining equality and opportunity for all in education.

Happy 5th anniversary to the Annual Review of Comparative and International 
Education, and thank you to not only the editorial team but also to the inspira-
tion of David P. Baker and the creative diligence of Emily Anderson who both 
contributed greatly to the Annual Review during its initial development and 
first few years of publication. Of course, a sincere and hearty thank you also 
goes to Emerald Publishing and the editors and associates at Emerald who have 
supported the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education and 
the volume series, International Perspectives on Education and Society, over 
the years as well. Without their support and guidance, the Annual Review could 
never have achieved the level of recognition or readership that it has.

This year’s volume surveys the field of CIE from several globally repre-
sentative perspectives. There are discussion essays and chapters contributed 
by experts on CIE trends and issues unique to Africa, Asia, Europe, North 
America, Oceania, and South America. This diversity of expertise and per-
spective highlights the many geographic and culturally unique perspectives 
represented in the 2017 Annual Review. These experts range from academic 
scholars to classroom educators to policymakers and development consult-
ants. A major goal for the Annual Review every year is to provide a balanced 
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and globally representative combination of voices to each volume and sec-
tion within it. In short, the Annual Review of Comparative and International 
Education 2017 is representative of a wide range of recent trends and impor-
tant concerns in the CIE community worldwide and within particular regions 
or specific communities. And, it is important to remember that the Annual 
Review’s editorial team is dedicated to maintaining this level of global cul-
tural, social, and professional diversity in the years to follow.

CIE Trends and Issues

As usual, the 2017 Annual Review is divided into several distinct sections, 
which are preceded by an introductory chapter. In the introductory chapter, 
Davidson et al. examine trends in CIE research across three years of summary 
data. Davidson and her coauthors conclude that even though diversity of 
method, perspective, and approach have been repeatedly touted as strengths 
of CIE, the data suggests that over time CIE increasingly lacks research focus 
and continues to be unable to distinguish research and practice related to CIE 
from other education-affiliated fields and disciplines.

The first section focuses on comparative education trends and directions. 
This section is comprised of shorter discussion essays where experts in educa-
tion and comparative studies discuss the relevant trends in CIE that are active 
in their communities of research, scholarship, policy, and practice. In Part 1: 
Comparative Education Trends and Directions, contributors examine the dif-
ferent approaches to CIE issues and practices around the world. There is an 
obvious increase in the focus on higher education and international student 
mobility in the 2017 Annual Review, but the diversity in trends and issues 
more broadly across these discussion essays seems to confirm the warning of 
Davidson et al. in the introductory chapter about the possible stagnation and 
dissolution of CIE as a scholarly or practitioner field.

The second section, Part 2: Conceptual and Methodological Developments, 
reviews the most impactful or innovative theoretical and conceptual frame-
work development trends as well as vanguard methodological approaches for 
comparing, investigating, understanding, and reforming education worldwide. 
Much of the focus of contributions to the 2017 Annual Review is on identity-
making and identity-seeking in transnational research as well as the ways that 
educational governance can be conceptualized through regime theory and 
multistakeholderism. Both chapters in this section, however, emphasize the 
complexity of conceptual and methodological approaches that are relevant to 
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CIE in 2017, and both suggest that part of the complexity is that researchers, 
policymakers, and educators working in CIE or related areas are pulled in many 
different directions in terms of their own sense of identity as well as the expecta-
tions from others. This poses a unique dilemma for CIE moving forward, but 
gives good reason for more CIE professionals to engage in reflective practice.

In Part 3: Research-to-Practice, the focus is – in part – on using knowl-
edge and understanding about capacities to develop epistemological connec-
tions. There is also a continued emphasis on early grade reading assessment, 
which was a highlight of the Annual Review of Comparative and International 
Education 2016, as well. This continued focus suggests that early grade read-
ing assessment is a multiyear trend in the field. This section is unique in that 
it looks at ways that scholarly research is conducted in the field, as well as 
how evidence from CIE research is used to make decisions about educational 
development, policymaking, and practice. The problem, which is frequently 
discussed in CIE research and development reports, is that comparative data 
or evidence related to education almost always is subject to as much misuse 
or abuse as there are opportunities for advantage or benefit from comparative 
international education data, programs, and projects.

In Part 4: Area Studies and Regional Developments, the focus on context is 
spread around several regions of the world. In addition to region and area-specific 
contributions, this section includes a special contribution looking at the impor-
tance of “context analysis” in CIE studies, which is a crucial component in the 
investigation of regional developments and area studies worldwide. More specifi-
cally, there is specific focus on Oceania in terms of how to regionally conceptual-
ize CIE. There are also chapters focusing on the impact of international student 
assessments and international student recruitment, both in Eastern Europe. The 
perennial interest in and impact of international student assessments is worth 
noting. Finally, the contexts for CIE studies are reviewed along with the ways 
that contextual analyses are carried out. In some contrast to the previous sec-
tion’s focus on the benefits and abuses of comparisons of educational systems 
and data, these chapters illustrate the tug-of-war between policymakers’ and 
educators’ functional needs and solution-oriented uses of comparative interna-
tional education information or data, which may not be as linear or functional.

Unlike previous years, there is no fifth section dealing with Diversification 
of the Field in the Annual Review of Comparative and International Education 
2017. Although the editorial team followed up on recommendations and sug-
gestions from previous Annual Review contributors and representatives from 
the Annual Review Advisory Board approached experts in the CIE community 
about contributing to this section on diversification of CIE, there ultimately 
were no viable manuscripts submitted for review or possible inclusion. This is 
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not a new development, either. In each of the five years that the Annual Review 
has been published, this section has been the most difficult to fill. CIE scholars, 
authors, and professionals over the past five years have seemed to be much 
more comfortable critiquing old injustices related to CIE or re-analyzing the 
same phenomena that comparativists have examined for half a century (but 
with some supposedly new focus) than looking ahead at the future of what CIE 
has the potential to become or where it is expanding into new issues or territo-
ries (both literal and figurative). This lack of attention or interest in the diversi-
fication of CIE suggests a clear obstacle to the development of CIE as either a 
scholarly field or a professional area of specialization (again echoing Davidson 
et al., this volume). Without the ability to diversify, CIE both will stagnate and 
disseminate back into the various social science fields and the general realm of 
educational foundations that currently comprise the bulk of theoretical and 
methodological understanding among CIE scholars and practitioners.
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