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FOREWORD

LAW ENFORCEMENT: A KEY ROLE DURING DISASTERS 
AND CRISES
The role of law enforcement before, during, and after disasters and crises have 
occurred is evolving. It is in part evolving due to the expanded risk of hazards 
and threats.

Because of this, such organizations must see themselves as a major player in 
emergency management functions. Additionally, they will continue to have the 
first responder role given the proximity to the incident site and relationship with 
people in the community for which it serves. Additionally, their “readiness” is a 
central component to planning and response because they:

•	 are likely to arrive first on the scene;
•	 possess a well-developed communication system;
•	 are familiar with the local terrain and critical infrastructure;
•	 have a better knowledge of the local community and culture; and
•	 have better recognition as a visible and uniformed first responder.

Still, the role of law enforcement during distressing times goes beyond initial 
skillsets. They are also instrumental in:

•	 providing first response aid and treatment to those who may be injured or 
trapped;

•	 guiding others out of harm’s way;
•	 offering immediate transport out zones of danger; and
•	 creating resource plans for continued response and recovery.

Because of the role versatility with which law enforcement offers emergency 
management, adaptation becomes integral for success.

I am blessed to work for a world-renowned fire and rescue department, often 
regarded for its urban search and rescue capabilities. Even more impressive is 
the daily collaboration between law enforcement and emergency management 
embodying one public safety team. While I hope that other public safety agencies 
align as closely as we do, I can confidently say that I have never witnessed a group 
so dedicated to one vision.

The Law Enforcement: A Key Role During Disasters and Crisis will serve as a 
powerful desk reference for public safety leaders tasked with collaboration, com-
munication, and cooperation in the wake of evolving disasters and crises.

Jason R. Jenkins
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